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49ers must come down a notch 
before rest of NFL catches up 


Judging by the television ratings, a lot of 
people got bored with the 49ers’ 55-10 win 
over Denver in Super Bowl XXIV and turned 
off the game. 

But not me. | watched the whole thing. The 
more San Francisco did, the more amazed 
| got. The 49ers were just perfect in that 
game. 


DOUG BUFFOAE yy 


Joe Montana was throwing the ball as well 
as anyone can. Jerrry Rice was getting open 
and making the catches. Roger Craig was 
running the ball well. The offensive line 
blocked well the entire game. And the 
defense shut down Denver completely. What 
more can you ask for? 

It’s just too bad Denver had to run into this 
team and suffer through its fourth Super 
Bowl loss. | don’t think any team in the 
league could have beat San Francisco that 
day. It was just a classic case of a good team 
going against a great team. San Francisco 
was out to prove it was the team of the '80s, 
and it did it with no problem. 

The game went pretty much as most peo- 


ple expected it would. San Francisco's 
defense shut down John Elway right from the 
start, and Denver could never move the ball. 
Then when Bobby Humphrey fumbled the 
ball, that pretty much ended. the game al- 
ready for Denver. 

The game probably would have turned out 
much the same if any other team in the NFL 
was playing the 49ers. The only team that 
seemed to do well against San Francisco this 
year was the Rams. And even they got beat 
bad by the 49ers in the playoffs. 

At one time | thought the Giants might 
have been able to give the 49ers a shot at 
it, but they fell off toward the end of the sea- 
son. And you would think Minnesota could 
have done something against the 49ers with 
its defense. But we all saw how the 49ers 
dismaniled the Viking defense. 

If nothing else, it says a lot for Green Bay. 
Remember, the Packers beat the 49ers in 
San Francisco this season. If you're using 
San Francisco as a measuring stick, Green 
Bay should feel pretty good. 

The 49ers right now are just head and 
shoulders above everyone else in the NFL. 
The Rams probably have the best shot at 
catching up to San Francisco. They’re 
familiar with the 49ers, being in the same di- 
vision. And they had a shot at San Francis- 
co this season. 

But | think it will take the 49ers coming 
down a little bit before anyone can catch 
them. And that could happen with injuries. 
If San Francisco loses a couple of people 
here and there, that could affect them. Even 
though Steve Young is a good quarterback 
in his own right, the 49ers would be hurt if 
Joe Montana goes down. He’s playing in a 
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class of his own right now and is running that 
team better than anyone else can. 

Montana doesn’t want to give that up, 
either. He’s ready to come back next sea- 
son and do an even better job. And you have 
to admire him for that. 

So it does seem that the best chance the 
rest of the league has next season is if the 
49ers lower their standards and come down 
to everyone else’s level. If a couple people 
don’t perform as well next year and they 
have some key injuries, that could change 
things in a hurry. 

But the 49ers have themselves a real good 
system, one that they've been under for 
some time now, and are mentally into the 
game — probably better than any other 
team. And that’s a big plus in their favor. 

The 49ers immediately started talking 
about winning a third Super Bow! in a row 
next year, So you know every team they play 
in 1990 will be gunning for them. But they 
survived that in 1989, and they’re coming 
back for more. 


Next issue 
in April 

The Bear Report’s next issue will be its 
pre-draft edition, coming out in early April. 
Included in it will be features rating the top 
college players eligible for the draft, the 


Bears’ draft needs, what other teams are 
looking for in the draft and much more. 
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A roster full of questions 
Which Bears won’t be around next season? 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


Mike Ditka has already said wholesale 
changes to the roster are not necessary to 
make the Bears contenders in the 1990 NFL 
season. But you can be sure that some 
changes will be made. 

So who has the best shot at staying with 
the team next fall? And who will the Bears’ 
coaching staff be looking to for leadership 
as the season approaches? 

This is how the Bear Report sees each 
players’ standing with the team at this point. 


* * * * * 


RUNNING BACK NEAL ANDERSON — 
As of this writing, Anderson is still unsigned 
by the Bears. Obviously, one of the front 
office’s top priorities during the offseason is 
to get Anderson signed. His value to the 
Bear offense can’t be understated. He has 
the tools and the blockers in front of him to 
be the NFL most valuable player at some 
point in his career. He’d do well to stay with 
the Bears, and the Bears would do well to 
keep him. 

DEFENSIVE END TRACE ARMSTRONG 
— Armstrong was hurt this season by miss- 
ing all of training camp because of a con- 
tract holdout. Like most rookies, his first year 
was a good learning experience. He showed 
the coaching staff some good things, though, 
and he should be a fixture on the Bears’ 
defensive line for quite a few years to come. 
He'll be a starter again in 1990. 

RUNNING BACK BRIAN BERO — Bero 
spent 1989 on the Bears’ developmental 
squad after making a good impression dur- 
ing training camp. There wasn’t any room 
for him, though, behind Brad Muster and 
Matt Suhey on the regular roster. With Su- 
hey now retired, he should get a long look 
at training camp. 

GUARD MARK BORTZ — Another solid 
year for Bortz, though this time he didn’t get 
a return trip to the Pro Bowl. He enters his 
eighth year in the league this fall, and if the 
Bears get some progress from their young 
offensive lineman, Bortz might get a well- 
deserved breather here and there next 
season. 

TIGHT END CAP BOSO — Boso is con- 
sidered the second-string tight end, though 
he and Jim Thornton get almost equal play- 
ing time. He caught 17 passes for a 
10.7-yard average last season and plays the 
tough kind of football that Ditka likes. He’s 
dependable enough that tight end isn’t a 
concern for the Bears at this point. 

PUNTER MAURY BUFORD — Buford’s 
punting average of 39.5 yards in 1989 wasn’t 
anything to write home about. But he had 21 
kicks inside the 20-yard line and was con- 
sistent all year. Those are two important 
things for a kicker and the reasons the Bears 
will want to keep Buford around for next 
season. 

KICKER KEVIN BUTLER — He set an 
NFL record by converting 24 straight field- 
goal attempts. What more needs to be said? 
Butler is one of the top kickers inthe game 
today, and his consistency is something any 
NFL club would love to have. As long as they 
have a say in the matter, the Bears won’t let 
Butler go anywhere. 

DEFENSIVE TACKLE DICK CHAPURA 
— Chapura had an oppportunity to show the 
coaching staff something after William Per- 
ry went down with a knee injury in the last 
month of the season. Chapura held his own 
on the line but did nothing to make a lasting 
impression. He's entering his third season 
in the NFL, which could be a make-or-break 
time for him. His job could be on the line in 
training camp. 

TIGHT END JAMES COLEY — Coley also 


spent the entire season on the Bears’ de- 
velopmental squad after being picked up as 
a free agent out of Clemson. The Bears will 
have to make a decision on him by the end 
of training camp at the latest. And with 
Thornton and Boso ahead of him, his 
chances don’t look good to stick with the 
Bears. 

TACKLE JIM COVERT — Covert finally 
had an injury-free year in 1989. But it was 
still a comeback year for him from injury- 


. riddled 1988. With another year behind him 


after back surgery, look for Covert to return 
to his all-pro form in 1990. Besides, he’ll be 
getting pushed by younger linemen the 
Bears have brought in. 

WIDE RECEIVER WENDELL DAVIS — 
Davis was fourth among wide receivers in 
receptions with 26, but he averaged 15.3 
yards a catch. He showed in the second 
Tampa Bay game that he can be a big threat 
if the Bears go to him a lot. After that game, 
he became a starter and should be a starter 
again in 1990. If the Bears try to feature him 
more, Davis could be one of the top receivers 
in the league. 

DEFENSIVE END RICHARD DENT — 
Dent was slow to recover from his broken leg 
the previous season. And a bruised thigh 
didn’t help matters much midway through 
the season. If he can get back to 100 per- 
cent for the 1990 season, which he should 
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do, the Bears can count on him to be the 
force he was from 1985-87. 

DEFENSIVE BACK MAURICE 
DOUGLASS — His season didn’t start well 
when he was suspended for 30 days for 
violating the league’s steroid use policy. But 
he earned a spot on the roster, thanks to a 
lot of injuries in the defensive backfield. 
Douglass will have to battle a lot of younger 
players in training camp to make the team 
again. That could work against him because 
Ditka likes young players, and Douglass is 
entering his fifth season. 

SAFETY DAVE DUERSON — Like most 
of the secondary, Duerson had an off year 
in 1989 and missed four games late in the 
year due to injury. He’s the leader of the 
secondary and the Bears need him back 
there, especially with so many young play- 
ers. His job next season is not only to have 
another Pro Bowl year, Dut also to be a 
teacher. 

TACKLE CHRIS DYKO — An eighth- 
round draft pick, Dyko made enough of an 
impression in training camp to make the 
roster. His opportunities were few in the 
regular season, and often he learned quick- 
ly just how good NFL defensive linemen are. 
He’s shown some talent though, and the 
Bears wouldn’t mind seeing if a little more 
teaching might turn him into a solid player. 

CENTER JERRY FONTENOT — The 
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Cap Boso should continue to work effectively next season with Jim Thornton 
at tight end, as the Bears use them to get plays called into the huddle. (Bear 


Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Bears kept him over John Adickes last year, 
and it may turn out to be a good move. 
Fontenot had one extended opportunity to 
play in 1989 (against Pittsburgh), and he 
made a solid impression. He could turn out 
to be the heir to Jay Hilgenberg’s job when 
the veteran decides to leave. 

SAFETY SHAUN GAYLE — Again, Gayle 
was nagged by injuries in 1989, which 
seems to be the norm in his career. The 
Bears would like to make him their perma- 
nent free safety, but he can’t hold the job an 
entire season without getting hurt. Which 
means Gayle will start whenever he’s 
healthy, but the Bears better have some 
solid backup behind him. Eventually, that 
could cost Gayle his starting role. 

WIDE RECEIVER DENNIS GENTRY — 
Gentry continues to be the Bears’ clutch 
player, whether it’s making a key third-down 
reception or making a good runback on a 
kickoff. He’s one of the most dependable 
players on the team. But he'll be 37 this 
month, which means his career is nearing 
an end. A few more solid seasons should still 
be inside him, though. 

RUNNING BACK MARK GREEN — 
Green surprised a lot of people in training 
camp and made the team as a punt return- 
er. He was missed after suffering a knee in- 
jury in October, as the Bears went through 
three different players trying to find another 
punt returner. Next year, he may not be limit- 
ed to special teams. Green has a shot at be- 
ing the badkup running back to Anderson in 
1990. 

DEFENSIVE TACKLE DAN HAMPTON 
— Two more knee surgeries in 1989 made 
Can even 10 for his career, Hampton says 
he wants to play one more year, and the 
Bears will take him if he can play. Knowing 
Hampton, he will make it back one last time. 
That's good news for the Bears, who could 
use him a lot. But it's not a guarantee that 
he’ll last the entire season. The Bears may 
even try to use Hampton as little as possi- 
ble, hoping he'll last the entire season that 
way. One thing you can count on — if there's 
any possible way he can play, Hampton will 
be lining up next season for the Bears. 


QUARTERBACK JIM HARBAUGH — 
The Bears will enter training camp without 
a starting quarterback. And in all likelihood, 
Harbaugh and Mike Tomezak again will bat- 
tle for the position. After Harbaugh saw his 
first extended playing time in 1989, the Bears 
will look for a lot of improvement from him 
in training camp. The starting job is availa- 
ble for him to claim. 

CENTER JAY HILGENBERG — Hilgen- 
berg earned yet another Pro Bow! trip in 
1989, and there’s no reason why he won't 
do it again in 1990. He’s the anchor of the 
offensive line, and his experience will again 
prove valuable to the Bears’ young quarter- 
backs, no matter which one is starting. He'll 
also be valuable as a teacher to Fontenot. 

LINEBACKER STEVE HYCHE — Hyche 
came to the Bears as a free agent and origi- 
nally stuck with the team on the developmen- 
tal. squad. Numerous injuries at linebacker 
brought him up to the regular roster, but he 
only saw action on special teams before 
breaking a bone in his hand. With all the 
young players there, linebacker will be one 
of the most competitive positions at training 
camp, and Hyche’s chances aren’t as good 
as the others. 

CORNERBACK VESTEE JACKSON — 
Jackson was a big disappointment in 1989, 
getting benched at one point in the season. 
But he’s played well in the past, and the 
Bears need him to rebound with a solid year 
in 1990. He’s still now their starting corner- 
back and most likely will be next season. 

LINEBACKER TROY JOHNSON — John- 
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son suffered a shoulder injury early in the 
season that required surgery, and he wasn't 
a factor all year. Again, with all the Bears’ 
young linebackers Johnson will need to have 
a strong training camp to make the team 
again. He'll have to prove himself all over 
again. 

LINEBACKER DANTE JONES — Jones 
was billed as the heir apparent to Mike Sin- 
gletary two seasons ago. But he, too, was 
a disappointment in 1989. He had a couple 
of chances to play after other players got 
hurt, but he didn’t make a solid impression. 
The Bears are definitely looking for more 
from him in 1990. 

WIDE RECEIVER GLEN KOZLOWSKI! — 
Kozlowski saw limited action at wide receiver 
in 1989, but he played well at times on spe- 
cial teams. He’s Ditka’s type of player — not 
as much talent as other players, but he has 
a lot of heart. That ought to keep him with 
the team for at least another season. 

DEFENSIVE BACK LORENZO LYNCH — 
Like at linebacker the Bears have plenty of 
young players at defensive back. So the 
competition at training camp will be tough. 
Lynch did well in a couple of opportunities 
in 1989 and finished second on the team in 
interceptions with three. He has a good 
chance at earning another backup job with 
the team next season. 

WIDE RECEIVER DENNIS MCKINNON — 
McKinnon finished third on the team in 
receptions with 28, but by the end of the sea- 
son his stock had dropped. His mouth got 
him in trouble again in 1989, and Ditka fa- 
vored his younger receivers later in the year. 
McKinnon could have a tough time earning 
a starting job with the team in 1990. 

DEFENSIVE TACKLE STEVE MC- 
MICHAEL — Somehow, McMichael keeps 
playing every game every season. How 
much longer can he keep it up? He’s now 
out-lasted Hampton and is still the Bears’ 
strongest force in the middle of the defen- 
sive line. The Bears again will count on him 
to be strong in the middle next season. The 
only thing to worry about is if he can stay 
injury-free. 

WIDE RECEIVER RON MORRIS — Mor- 
ris again was the Bears’ main deep threat 
in 1989, averaging 16.2 yards a catch. But 
he only caught one touchdown pass. The 
only way he’ll improve that number is to es- 
tablish himself as one of the team’s top two 
receivers so that he gets more playing time. 
The receivers won't be rotated as much next 


wo 


The Bears are reserving a spot on their roster for defensive 
tackle Dan Hampton in hopes he’s able to play one last sea- 


year, so the opportunity is there for Morris. 
LINEBACKER JIM MORRISSEY — He 
was playing his typical solid ball at outside 
linebacker until a kidney injury sidelined him 
for the rest of the season. He’s on schedule 
in his recovery and should be ready for train- 
ing camp this summer. But now he'll have 
to beat out John Roper to get his starting role 
back. If he doesn’t get the starting job, he'll 
still be a solid backup. Morrissey doesn't 
want to settle for that, though. 
FULLBACK BRAD MUSTER — Muster 
keeps looking better as the Bears figure out 
better ways to use him. He averaged a good 
4.0 yards a carry in 1989 and scored five 
rushing touchdowns. His value as a receiver 
also became evident, as he caught 32 pass- 
es, third on the team, including three for 
touchdowns. Look for him to have his best 


~ season yet in 1990. 


DEFENSIVE BACK MARKUS PAUL — 
Paul did a good job filling in for Gayle at free 
safety. He made some rookie mistakes, but 
next season those should be behind him. 
The Bears may have found a good future 
free safety with him. Another year or two of 
experience, and he should be ready to 
challenge for the starting job. 

DEFENSIVE TACKLE WILLIAM PERRY 
— Not much new here. Perry, as usual, has 
a weight problem. And now it’s been com- 
plicated by a knee operation. Perry will have 
a harder time now losing weight, and Ditka 
said Perry will either lose the weight or not 
wear a Bear uniform. Right now, chances are 
he won’t be in uniform. 

LINEBACKER MICKEY PRUITT — Pruitt 
also had a tough year with injuries and a cou- 
ple sub-par performances. He didn’t 
progress as well as Bear coaches had 
hoped. So training camp also will be impor- 
tant to him. He'll need to play well there to 
get a meaningful role with the team in 1990. 

LINEBACKER RON RIVERA — Rivera 
was as solid as ever in 1989. But a big role 
for him next season will be working with the 
younger linebackers to make sure they 
progress more quickly than they did in 1990. 
That will be a key area for the Bears next 
season. 

LINEBACKER JOHN ROPER — Roper 
started slowly in his rookie year. But once 
he realized what he had to do to make it in 
the NFL, he worked at it harder. And when 
his chance came after Morrissey’s injury, he 
took advantage of it. He’ll be in a battle with 
Morrissey for a starting job in 1990. 

RUNNING BACK THOMAS SANDERS — 
Sanders again did a solid job in 1989 as An- 
derson’s backup. But he’s a 27-year-old 
backup, and he’ll be challenged by Green 
in training camp for a spot on the roster. A 
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With Dennis McKinnon left unprotected by the Bears, Wendell Davis should 
be a starting wide receiver in 1990 with a chance to become a star. (Bear Report 


photo by Steve Woltmann) 


big key for Sanders next year will be if the 
Bears decide to keep two or three halfbacks 
next year. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMAN JOHN SHANNON 
— Shannon was actually cut at the end of 
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son in the NFL. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


the preseason in 1989, but injuries forced the 
Bears to bring him back. He'll be in the same 
position next training camp — most likely 
only an opening due to a lack of depth will 
keep him on the roster. 

LINEBACKER MIKE=SINGLETARY — 
Singletary, now 30, is still playing excellent 
ball for the Bears and earned another trip to 
the Pro Bowl. But he’ll be with the team for 
only another couple years, so the Bears 
need to get his replacement ready. If that 
player is Jones, he'll have the advantage of 
learning from Singletary, who is also an ex- 
cellent teacher for young players. : 

QUARTERBACK BRENT SNYDER — He 
spent the entire year on the developmental 
squad, and the Bears will find out in train- 
ing camp whether it was a valuable ex- 
perience for Snyder. If he contributes at all 
next year, it will only be as a backup. And 
if the Bears draft another quarterback, that 
will only make it tougher for him to make the 
team. 

‘CORNERBACK LEMUEL STINSON — 
Stinson got a few chances to play this sea- 
son and did some good things. But he needs 
to develop more consistency, something 
that’s important for any defensive back, If he 
has a solid training camp, he could challenge 
Jackson for one of the starting cornerback 


jobs. j 

DEFENSIVE BACK GEORGE STREETER 
— Streeter spent most of his season with the 
Bears on the developmental squad. But he 
got a chance near the end of the season 
when injuries began to mount. Right now, 
he’s at the bottom of the defensive backs’ 
totem pole. So he needs an excellent train- 
ing camp to stick with the Bears for another 
season. 
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SAFETY DAVID TATE — After a good 
rookie season, Tate was somewhat of a dis- 
appointment in 1989. He didn’t make the 
progress that the Bears hoped he would from 
his first year to the second. He’ll have to 
show that progress this summer to have any 
kind of significant role on the team. Right 
now, he’s behind Markus Paul among the 
defensive backs. 

RUNNING BACK BRIAN TAYLOR — 
Taylor also was on the Bears’ developmen- 
tal squad for all of 1989. And with the emer- 
gence of Mark Green as a possible 
substitute for Anderson, Taylor’s chances 
are that much less of making the team. It will 
take an excellent effort in training camp for 
him to stay with the Bears in 1990. : 

GUARD TOM THAYER — Thayer con- 
tinued to be an important part of the offen- 
sive line. The unit has been solid since 1984, 
and he’s one reason for it. The only change 
to anticipate for 1990 is Thayer might get 
more of a rest as the Bears try to bring in 
some younger linemen. The veterans are 
starting to get up there in age. 

TIGHT END JAMES THORNTON — 
Thornton is the Bears’ best tight end, but ex- 
pect him to continue to rotate with Boso next 
season. It’s an efficient way of getting plays 
into the huddle. Thornton showed good 
hands and blocking skills last season, but 
the Bears would still like to get the ball to him 
more. They were successful when they did 
that early in the season. 

QUARTERBACK MIKE TOMCZAK — Ob- 
viously, Tomczak was a disappointment in 
1989. He had his first chance to be the 
Bears’ top quarterback and blew it. But he’ll 
get another chance next season. As it stands 
now, he and Harbaugh will battle it out again 
for the starting job. And they'll start even. 

TACKLE KEITH VAN HORNE — He had 
a solid year again in 1989, but age is creep- 
ing up on him. The Bears are trying to inject 
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some youth into the offensive line, and Van 
Horne’s spot is an obvious place to start. But 
don’t think Van Horne will be out of a job. 
He could still start, but he may be rotated 
more. 
WIDE RECEIVER TOM WADDLE — Wad- 
dle is another player who spent just about 
the entire year on the developmental squad. 
He was activated late in the year and caught 
one pass. But the Bears have plenty of 
receivers ahead of him, and they’ll choose 
from among them before Waddle gets any 
consideration. He might be better off look- 
ing to catch on with another team. 

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN JOHN WOJ- 
CIECHOWSKI — He could get an opportu- 
nity next year to see some playing time if he 
has a good training camp. The Bears have 
been trying to get younger linemen into the 
lineup for the past few years, and this could 
be Wojciechowski’s last chance to crack the 
lineup. But he’s got more competition now 
from other young linemen that have been 
brought in. 

DEFENSIVE LINEMAN TONY WOODS — 
Woods was considered to be a long-term 
project when the Bears drafted him. In that 
sense, he’s similar to Sean Smith. If the 
Bears still see some potential in him, they 
might keep him around next season even if 
they don’t think he’s ready yet to play. They 
don’t want to give up on him too quickly. 

CORNERBACK DONNELL WOOLFORD 
— He had a decent year, but it could have 
been a lot better if he would have stayed 
away from injuries and not made a couple 
costly rookie mistakes. But he showed a lot 
of ability and potential, and the Bears’ cor- 
nerback spot he now occupies should be set 
for a few years to come. 

OFFENSIVE LINEMAN DAVE ZAWAT- 
SON — Though he wasn’t expected to do 
a lot last season, he was still a slight disap- 
pointment. He didn’t get any playing time be- 
cause he was behind some players drafted 
lower than him. He’ll have to show some- 
thing in training camp to get ahead of the 
other young linemen or camp. Or else he'll 
risk getting cut. 


Ron Rivera Travel 
PRINCESS CRUISES @8. 


Join Ron Rivera and other NFL Football 
players on the Princess Cruises! 


DEPARTURES: 
MEXICO 


CARIBBEAN 


ALASKA 


pe 


The Bears hope to get the ball more to tight end Jim Thornton next season, 
like they did in the first part of the 1989 season when they started 4-0. (Bear 
Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Cabins Prices Starts At 
$895.00 Based on availability 
$1159.00 Based on availability 


$1659.00 Based on availability 


e PORT TAX AND ALL MEALS 


e SPECIAL SOCIAL ACTIVITIES WITH RON RIVERA 
AND OTHER NFL FOOTBALL PLAYERS 


e PRIVATE COCKTAIL PARTIES 


A $250.00 PER PERSON DEPOSIT RESERVES YOUR CABIN. 


5990 Stoneridge Drive, Suite 104 
(next to Wells Fargo Bank) 
Pleasanton, California 94566 


Tel (415) 734-8859 e Fax (415) 734-9263 e Outside CA 1-800-642- 5959 
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Success from top to bottom 
49ers’ championships start with owner DeBartolo 


By Michael Poizin 
Managing Editor 


NEW ORLEANS — Twenty-four great 
teams have won Super Bow! titles. But could 
the 1989-90 San Francisco 49ers be the 
greatest of them all? 


The 49ers’ fourth Super Bowl champion- 
ship, a 55-10 trouncing of Denver Jan. 28, 
tied them with the Pittsburgh Steelers for 
most Super Bowl wins by a team. Adding to 
that, the 49ers became only the fourthteam 
to repeat as Super Bowl champions. Next 
year, they go for an unprecedented third 
straight Super Bow! title. 

If any team could do it, San Francisco can. 


The 49ers have moved winning to a higher 
plateau. They don’t merely beat other teams, 
they dominate them. They don’t merely try 
to repeat as champions, they aim to “‘three- 
peat.”’ They don’t merely want to be the best 
that season, they want to be the best of all 
time. 

Why are the 49ers able to consistently win 
better than any other team in the last 10 
years? 

It can’t be because they have better talent. 


The Vikings are generally regarded as hav- 
ing the best collection of players in the NFL. 
And the 1985 Bears probably had more ta- 
lent than any other team since the 1980 
Steelers. But they didn’t even come close to 
repeating. 

Mike Ditka tried to keep his ‘85 team hun- 
gry by repeatedly asking it, ‘‘Are you satis- 
fied?’’ The problem with that — the answer 
apparently was, ‘‘Yes.” 

And with all the different factions, perso- 
nalities and controversies those Bears al- 
ways fought with, their quick decline was 
inevitable. 

Not so with the 49ers. This is a team 
founded on harmony. And the man most 
responsible for that is owner Eddie DeBar- 
tolo, Jr. While other owners say they want 
to win, say they want to pay their players 
what they’re worth, say they care, DeBarto- 
lo does all those things. He’s created a fa- 
mily atmosphere that hasn’t been seen since 
The Waltons left television. 

When players are happy and enjoy whom 
they're playing for, it’s only natural they’ll 
play better. DeBartolo has followed that line 
of thinking better than any owner in the 
league. 


49ers’ receiver Jerry Rice hangs on to this catch to score his second touch- 
down in Super Bowl XXIV despite taking a hard hit by Denver’s Dennis Smith. 
(Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


L 


Craig happy he’s a 49er 


Just ask Roger Craig, the 49ers’ star run- 
ning back who wouldn't play anywhere else 
in the league no matter how much money 
he was offered. 

“It starts with Eddie DeBartolo. That’s the 
reason we have four rings,”’ he said. ““He’s 
the best owner in the business. We love him 
to death. He shows so much affection for his 
employees.” 

It’s hard to imagine players on just about 
any other team saying that about their 
owner. 

“Everyone’s a winner in this organiza- 
tion,” Craig went on to say. “From the secre- 
taries all the way down to the grounds crew. 
And you have to have that if you want suc- 
cess in any business.” 

DeBartolo does the small things that let 
everyone know he’s looking after them. He 
sends flowers to all the players’ wives on 
their birthdays. His Christmas gifts to his em- 
ployees are a major purchase. And after the 
49ers won their fourth Super Bow! title, he 
wanted the entire team to join him on the 
platform for the trophy presentation. Those 
kind of things breed loyalty. 

“He keeps everyone happy,” Craig said. 
‘We don’t have any problem with salaries. 
Some guys might have their little differences 


featured. 


INDICATE CHOICE: 
Six Newsletters (Nov. thru April) 
The GUIDE (late March) 


name 
Street 


City/state/zip 


Chicago BEAR Fans! The 1990 season is 
underway and one of its milestones is the DRAFT 


and everything leading to it. Get in on it NOW! 


OURLAD’s Guide to 
the NFL Draft — 1990 


THE acclaimed computerized draft service since 1983 


NEWSLETTERS are devoted to keeping our subscribers informed on aspects of the 
draft as we see it developing. There are six, monthly from Nov. thru April. 


The GUIDE (late March) will RATE over 800 prospects in a Positional Directory 
with indexes by Name, Rating and School. At least 250 will have profiles. An 
analysis of critical Team Needs and a 12-Round Draft Projection are also 


REVIEW ’90/PREVIEW 791 (June). NEW this year! It will contain an analysis of the 
just completed draft as well as a preview of what to look forward to in 91. It is 
designed to be your single-source library draft reference for years to come. 


$ 16.00* [| TERS we will 
of those alrea 
$ 13.00* Qj Geen dy 


REVIEW ’90/PREVIEW °91 (June) $10.00* 9] 
COMPLETE PACKAGE Total Value $39.00*— vou payonly $35.00* fj 


* Prices include first class US postege. 


send check or money order (US Funds) to: 
OURLAD’s Guides, Box 497, Rancocas, NJ 08073 


once in a while, but that’s only natural. He 
finds a way to work it out.” 
It’s unusual to think of an owner wearing 


.a suit setting the example for players wear- 


ing uniforms. But that’s the case in San 
Francisco, according to linebacker Keena 
Tumer. “‘We have a quarterback that’s done 
everything. When he lines up on Sunday, 

can see he wants to prove every down 
that he should be here. And | think that atti- 
tude is good all the way through our team. 
Mr. D (as the players refer to DeBartolo) has 
shown that. He’s the example at the top of 
it,” Turner said. 

DeBartolo reaped a fortune by building 
shopping malls, but it’s obvious Mr. D knows 
football, too. ‘‘! think (DeBartolo’s ownership) 
is significant,’’ guard Guy Mcintyre said. 
“The less disgruntled employees you have, 
the more they feei like playing for you. 
Maybe they feel like going that extra (mile). 
A lot of people have come from different 
places and said, ‘Man, this is a great organi- 
zation from top to bottom.’ And | think that 
starts with the owner. | think he strives to be 
the best. You can see it in his malls. Then 
he does the little things. He cares about peo- 
ple. He goes that extra mile with you. And 
when you get a chance, you just want to play 
your best.” 

Continued Page 12 
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_ Super Bowl XXIV game statistics 


SCORING SUMMARY 
San Francisco 49ers...... TAN rite aie pie a 13 14 14 14 — 55 
Denver Broncos ........e-eerneereeees 3 07 0 — 10 
Niners, 1, 4:54, J. Rice 20-yard pass from J. Montana (M. Cofer, kick) 


(10-66, 3:59) 7-0 

Broncos, 1, 8:13, D. Treadwell 42-yard field goal (10-49, 3:19), 7-3 

Niners, 1, 14:57, B. Jones 7-yard pass from J. Montana (no good, WR) 
(10-54, 5:15) 13-3 

Niners, 2, 7:45, T. Rathman 1-yard run (M. Cofer, kick) (14-69, 7:07) 20-3 

Niners, 2, 14:26, J, Rice 38-yard pass from J. Montana (M. Cofer, kick) 
(5-59, 1:04) 27-3 

Niners, 3, 2:12, J. Rice 28-yard pass from J. Montana (M. Cofer, kick) 
(1-28, 0:06) 34-3 

Niners, 3, 5:16, J. Taylor 35-yard pass from J. Montana (M. Cofer, kick) 
(2-37, 0:48) 41-3 

Broncos, 3, 8:07, J. Elway 3-yard run (D. Treadwell,.kick) (5-61, 2:51) 
41-10 

Niners, 4, 0:03, T. Rathman 3-yard run (M. Cofer, kick) (11-73, 6:56) 48-10 

Niners, 4, 1:13, R. Craig 1-yard run (M. Cofer, kick) (1-1, 0:04) 55-10 
Played indoors on turf: AstroTurf ' 
Outdoor Weather: 67, Sunny; Temperature: 72 
Attendance: 72,919; Time: 3:21 


FINAL TEAM STATISTICS 
49ers Broncos 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS ..................+. 28 12 
BY:RUSHINGK. os, cs: seeiene siemetelele -<coieertette 14 5 
By: Passing)......./ss:03.0.10 «o's oe see motets re 14 6 
By! Penalty siceteucises poe cease gm 0 1 
THIRD DOWN EFFICIENCY ................ 8-15-53% 3-11-27% 
FOURTH DOWN EFFICIENCY .............- 2-2-100%  0-0-0% 
TOTAL:NET YARDS) 3. cre e2 0. => aaa 461 167 
Total Off. Plays 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 77 52 
Av. Gain per Off. Play ................... 6.0 3.2 
NET YARDS RUSHING..-......-..00.-. 00. 144 64 
Total Rushing Plays ..................4-- 44 17 
Av. Gain Per Rush. Play..........-....... 3.3 3.8 
NET YARDS PASSING ..................5. 317 103 
Times Thrown — 
Yass lostvAttsTO\PaSSe..saenietew ince: .- 1-0 6-33 
Grass WVids/|Passingsiep.6 astern teens 317 136 
PASS ATT. — COMP. — 
HAD INTERCEPTED........... ils «eee 32-24-0  29-11-2 
Av. Gain Per Pass Play 
(Inc. times thrown passing).............. 9.6 2.9 
KICKOFF — NO. IN END ZONE — , 
MOUCHBACKS he) seaneenatetais en seen 9-3-0 3-0-0 
PUNTS — NO. AND AV.................... 439.5 6-385 
Had | Blocked) Si. c<ec eateries sfie.os« clo ies 0 0 
FGs + PATs HAD BLOCKED............... 0 0 
TOTAL RET. YARDAGE 
(Excluding Kickoff Returns) ............... 80 11 
No;vangsyds:;Punt! Ret). = cecckre seater mais 3-38 2-11 
No. and Yds. KO Returns................. 3-49 9-196 
No. and Yds. Interc. Ret.................- 2-42 0-0 
PENALTIES — NUMBER AND YARDS....... 4-38 0-0 
FUMBLES — NO. AND LOST............. me 00 3-2 
TOUCHDOWNS 864-7 veg. tenes ottee es 8 1 
Rushinghirs,s s.cAte <n peice accrtastereetctetts 3 1 
Passing yacctscct. sree 9 cc ote chee aarsitas 5 0 
RROtUINS E50: sists de nc an ecte cae ete Ie 0 0 
EXTRA POINTS MADE — ATT. ............. 78 1-1 
FG MADE —ATT..............-...000000s 0-0 1-1 
SAFETIESE oe cane oe anastasia nt eeeeare 0 0 
FINAL: SCORESSs ooo evince coenes see ace 55 10 
TIME OF POSSESSION.................++. 39:31 20:29 
FINAL INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
San Francisco 49ers 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
ReCralok. teeny eater cee ieee Oa AE 1 
J. Montana).........3s.s.002.. 2 15) 75) 0 0 
TT. Rathman a0. 2). Ss enetes 11 38. 35 18 2 
TS AGION cosa snieryta a erect. 6 14 23 10 0 
EIN Sydney aa. erat hac ose 1 2 2.0 2 0 
SaYOUNGHe se nreerte here 4 6 1:5 0 
TKD Had 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yd. TD LG Int. 
J. Montana...... ZO S22 sor” 10a 5) = S80 
S. Young ....... 3 2 20 O00 O 13 «#240 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
LWA: oan ate DRONES BE AM... inn Aa® § 3406 «12—~=té«~“ 
UN RICe Aas cae Rie ante nee 7 148 38 3 
BiUONGS hss cise .coees coment lie are 1 7 7 1 
Ve'Rathimatiss.....2.0ckes oe pape 4 43 «18 0 
We Walls® 02); Sah Aged ore te. 1 9 9 0 
rdf AVION secclote pe anton eter mt eter are ge AQ) ASS ct 


Denver quarterback John Elway wonders what hap- 
pened to his blocking after getting sacked by the 49ers’ 


UaWilliams:. o>... 1. s2enateas ame 1 7 7 0 
He Sydney:.% as... oeeen enn eee 1 7 7 0 
MiSherrard tc. eds seth ee 1 13 13 0 
Denver Broncos 

Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
UNE Wayit. ett o.sck tks cs 4 8 2.0 3 1 
B. Humphrey ................ 120e Gis Site 434 0 
SaWindetian=: scse- cen e tor 1 5 50 -5 0 

TKD Had 
PASSING Att. Comp. Yds. Yd. TD LG _ Int. 
J. Elway ........ 26 «#610 «108 4/30 O 27 2 
G. Kubiak....... 3 1 28 2st 0 28 0 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
BSHUMPMNY.5.,.207.70aeen nome 3 3827 0 
SS Windorse.% 3242 aceon 1 7 7 0 
CO Kay*s.c., 50. ae eee eee 1 6 6 0 
Va Johnsons =. 3% <8 seg tes core 2 21 13 0 
So: Sewell.:.tec5 is Sod ae ee ee 2 22 ~=«12 0 
M.:Bratton’.:..2 owt eee tacos 1 14 14 0 
R&Nattiol Ss. cn eens 3 1 282.28 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
M. Horan ............. 6. 231 385 0 0 43 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
ViUohinson  :.2.4..o0.2<24neee 2 1 11 7 0 
SDowned is chiles Mots oes 1 0 0 0 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
KO IBGISS cas S ow orcshace et 2 0 41 24 0 
D. Carrington ................ 6 0 146 39 0 
MSBrattonis os etiivencccee 1 0 9 9 0 

Own 

FUMBLES Fum. Rec. Yds. TD 
BSHummpnrey..s «a7 or oe. «eet acta 1 0 0 0 
IB EMWIAY tone cpiter voc RARE Sea tet 2 1 1 0 


Kevin Fagan in the third quarter of Super Bow! XXIV. 
. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
San Francisco 49ers 

T As SK YE INT. PB ie 
E. Wright ....... 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
T. McKyer ...... 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
D. Griffin ....... 2 0 1 6 0 1 1 
C. Brooks....... 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 
J. Jackson ...... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
PPPABOU ts cu. ae, 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 
B. Romanowski... 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
M. Millen ....... 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 
K. Turner ....... 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 
P. Kugler ....... 3 0 1 2 0 0 0 
K. Fagan ....... 6 0 1 6 0 0 1 
Po Holt ..2..0... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
L. Roberts ...... 1 0 1 12 0 0 0 
C. Haley........ 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 
D. Stubbs... .... 2 0 2 7 0 0 0 
M. Walter....... 5 0 0 0 1 1 0 

Denver Broncos 

T A -SK Yi. WNT. (PD FF 
W. Henderson 5 0 0 0 0 1 0 
K. Corrington 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 
S. Atwater ...... 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 
D. Carrington 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
T. Braxton ...... 8 0 1 0 Os 2 0 
D. Smith........ 1 3 0 0 0? «9 0 
M. Munford ..... 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 
R.'Dennison.... . 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
M. Brooks....... 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 
S. Curtis........ 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 
mliieass 5 ,.< ce 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 
A. Townsend 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 
G. Kragen ...... 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 
S. Fletcher ...... 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 
K. Mecklenburg, 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

. Holmes ..-... | 0 0 0 0 0 

W. Powers...... 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 
A. Carreker ..... 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 
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49ers’ romp not 
good for NFL 


By Michael Polzin 
Managing Editor 


NEW ORLEANS — Back-to-back Super 
Bowl championships may be good for the 
49ers and the city of San Francisco, but it 
was bad news for the rest of the NFL and 
the television executives. 

The ratings showed Super Bowl XXIV was 
the least watched Super Bowl since Super 
Bowl V in 1971, when the Colts, who were 
still in Baltimore, played the Cowboys, who 
were still a good team. 

It couldn’t have been the way the 49ers 
quickly demolished the Broncos Jan. 28 in 
New Orleans that led to the poor television 
ratings. After all, Super Bowl XX between the 
Bears and Patriots had huge ratings despite 
the Bears easily putting away New England, 
46-10. There must be another reason the 
public wasn’t enthralled by the 49ers’ se- 
cond consecutive championship. 

Perhaps football fans outside of San Fran- 
cisco find the 49ers a little boring — too 
methodical, calculated and without much 
personality. In 1986 in’ New Orleans, the 
Bears’ brashness made fans either love 
them or hate them, which in turn led to high 
television ratings. 

Or fans knew the 49ers-Broncos game 
would be such a mismatch that once their 
suspicions were confirmed by halftime, they 
found no reason to watch the rest of the 


game. 
The 49ers had just established themselves 
as one of the great teams in football history, 
and many football fans across the country 
weren't even watching. 
If the 49ers have their way, next year’s Su- 


—— a X _ Se 


per Bowl will be much the same. But they're 
not worried if people lose interest. 


49ers aren’t satisfied yet 


They were talking about three straight Su- 

per Bowl championships before they even 
left the Superdome fiéld. “If we keep our 
heads together and keep focused like we’ve 
done for the last couple of years, | think it’s 
within our reach,” guard Guy Mcintyre said. 
“It was just a consensus of the whole team. 
We’ve got something going, and we’re go- 
ing to go out next year and give it our all and 
see what we can do with it. 
* “You have to keep thinking where you 
want to go. You know, I’m still young. A lot 
of guys are still young. Even the old guys are 
still young. And that’s it. You play to win. You 
want to win the big game. You just keep 
focusing in on the next thing, and the next 
thing, and the next thing. 

“You know, we'll take a little rest. Harris 
Barton said give him an hour and he'll think 
about it. It’s just the general consensus — 
let’s try to do it again. Let’s keep going.” 

Can the NFL stand another year of the 
49ers losing only a couple regular season 
games before steamrolling through the 
playoffs toward another Super Bowl win? 

It may not have a choice. Vince Lom- 
bardi’s Packers of 1965-67 are the only team 
to ever win three straight NFL champion- 


ships. And that’s just from whom the 49ers _ 


are taking their cue. 

“We always talk about execution, getting 
to the point of contact,’ Mcintyre said. ‘“We 
Strive for it day in and day out. When we 

Continued Page 12 


49ers’ tight end Brent Jones gets congratulated by teammate Jerry Rice af- 


ter scoring San Francisco’s second touchdown in the first quarter of Super Bowl 
XXIV. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Don’t miss this hilarious roast of our favorite coach, 


Mike Ditka, with emcee Tom Dreesen. 


March 24, 1990 


For more information call 1-800-7BALLY’S ext. 4561 


BALLYS 


CASINO RESORT - LAS VEGAS 
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Fans begin gathering around the Louisiana Super- the 49ers’ big win didn’t necessarily make the wait 
dome hours before the kickoff of Super Bowl XXIV, but worthwhile. 


John Elway scores Den- 
ver’s only touchdown in 
Super Bow! XXIV, a three- 


| 


yard run in the third 
quarter. 
Photos by 
Super Bowl MVP Joe Montana aims for another pass Steve 
completion while leading the 49ers to'an easy 55-10 Woltmann 


win over the Broncos. 


Roger Craig (33) is con- 
gratulated after scoring 
the 49ers’ final touch- 
down of their 55-10 rout 
over Denver. 
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Success 
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Work ethic also helps 


What also helps the 49ers is their blue- 
collar approach to the game. San Francis- 
co may not be a blue-collar city, but its team 
is more blue-collar than any other team that’s 
claimed that description of late. | 

The ’85 Bears, who wanted to be known 
as hard-working ‘“‘Grabowski’s,”’ acted more 
like Hollywood stars. The ’86 Giants were 
closer to a blue-collar team. But nose tack- 
le Jim Burt, a member of both that Giants’ 
team and this season’s champion 49ers, 
said the 49ers are much closer to the blue- 
collar approach. 

“When | was with the Giants, they said it 
was a blue-collar team,’’ said Burt, who was 


cut by the Giants in training camp this sea- 


son but picked up by San Francisco a cou- 
ple weeks later. ‘‘Now, we do have Montana 
and Rice, Craig and | don’t want to leave 
anyone out. But we have four or five guys 
that are so-called superstars. But if there’s 
one team that’s a so-called blue-collar team, 
this is it right here. You got guys going out 
there on special teams — our guys dominat- 
ed out there today. And | see Steve Hen- 
drickson dive over the wedge (on the 


February 1990 


opening kickoff). And if you don’t think that 
doesn’t fire up guys going out on offense or 
defense, you're crazy. 

“It's a team. It’s a team effort. We don’t 
have the most talent, but we have a lot of 
leaders. And that’s how we’re getting by. 

“4 think we have a lot of low-key guys who 
don’t want to take a lot of the credit. Individu- 
al statistics don’t mean anything — it’s the 
overall team thing. The team thing is big. 

“‘We've got some great players on this 
team. We got some superstar players in 
Montana and Rice and those guys. But 
there’s other teams with probably more play- 
ers that are more talented. The Minnesota 
Vikings may be more talented than the 
49ers. But they don’t play like a team.” 

That's probably because they don’t have 
an owner like DeBartolo. It’s not often a team 
can get confidence from its owner, but that’s 
just what is happening in San Francisco. 
Most players will say some of their confi- 
dence must come from the coach. In San 
Francisco, it first comes from the owner. 

Said quarterback Joe Montana, who 
shouldn’t need any help from anyone, “With 
Mr. DeBartolo doing the right thing for us and 
making things easy for the team, | look for- 
ward to us being just as successful.” 

If any other owner in the NFL wants to win 
a Super Bowl championship soon, he bet- 
ter start looking at the way DeBartolo oper- 
ates in San Francisco. 


Romp 


Continued From Page 8 


mess up a play in practice, we run it over 
again. If we mess it up again, we run it over 
again until we get it right. 

“That's the way you have to do it. You 
know, | look at some films of Vince Lombardi 
and it was the same thing. He drilled the 
guys. He wouldn’t let up on them; and he 
had to make them believe they could win. 
And once you believe you can win, you can 
do anything.” 

For the 49ers, talk of winning a third 
straight championship isn’t just a motivating 
tool, it’s standard operating procedure for 
them. 

“Ever since I’ve been here, this team has 
set high goals,” linebacker Keena Turner 
said. ‘‘Maybe the reason this team has been 
So good is that it wants more. This team ac- 
complishes goals, and then sets new ones. 
Anybody that wants to be successful over 
time has to do that.” 

Usually after a team wins a championship, 
it becomes complacent. So far, the 49ers 
have avoided that. And they think they can 
avoid it again in 1990. ‘ 

“What we have to do is not get compla- 


F 
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cent. And | know with this team it won’t hap- 
pen,” running back Roger Craig said. ‘We 
believe in one another and we care too much 
about the organization to create negative 
forces against us out there.” 

The 49ers successfully fought complacen- 
cy in 1989 with first-year head coach George 
Seifert, and Craig believes Seifert can get 
the job done again. ‘‘George Seifert did a 
good job of keeping everyone focused all 
year long and got us to just take each game 
one at a time,”” Craig said. ‘‘That’s the rea- 
son we had so much success all throughout 
the year.” 

Broncos’ head coach Dan Reeves saw 
first hand how good the 49ers are, and he 
isn’t sure anyone will stop them again next 
season. “‘| think they’re playing as well as 
anybody ever has,” Reeves said. ‘They are 
playing at a level that's incredible. They have 
an awful lot of weapons on offense. Their 
defense doesn’t get enought credit. | just 
can't say enough good things about them. 
Whatever has been written, they came out 
and showed everybody that they are that 
good. Their level right now is judged by what 
championships are for, and we've got a long 
way to go to get to that level.” 

The only question is — If the 49ers go for 
an unprecedented third straight Super Bowl 
win next year, will anyone be watching? 


Umpire Hendi Ancich gets pushed aside by Denver’s Scott Curtis while try- 


ing to keep Curtis away from the 49ers’ Bill Romanowski during an early-game 
Super Bowl scuffle. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


Super Bowl Records 


? 
Records set: | 

Most Passes Attempted, Career — 122, Joe Montana (old record: 98, Roger 
Staubach) 

Most Passes Completed, Career — 83, Joe Montana (old record: 61, Roger 
Staubach) 

Highest Completion Percentage, Career (minimum: 40 attempts) — 68.0, Joe 
Montana“ 

Most Yards Passing, Career — 1,142, Joe Montana (old record: 932, Terry 
Bradshaw) 

Most Touchdown Passes, Career — 11, Joe Montana (old record: 9, Terry 
Bradshaw) ' 

Most Attempts, No Interceptions, Career — 122, Joe Montana” 

Most Touchdown Passes, Game — 5, Joe Montana (old record: 4, Terry Bradshaw 
Xill, Doug Williams XXII) 

Most Consecutive Passes Completed, Game — 13, Joe Montana (old record: 10, 
Phil Simms XX) 

Most Pass Receptions, Career — 20, Roger Craig (old record: 16, Lynn Swann) 

Most Touchdown Passes Caught, Career — 4, Jerry Rice (old record: 3, John Siail- 
worth, Lynn Swann, Cliff Branch) 

Most Touchdown Passes Caught, Game — 3, Jerry Rice (old record: 2, seven 
players) 

Most Yards, Punt Returns, Career — 94, John Taylor* 

Highest Average, Punt Returns, Career (minimum: 4 returns) — 15.7, John Taylor 
(old record: 10.8, Neal Colzie) 

Most Kickoff Returns, Career — 10, Ken Bell (old record: 8, Larry Anderson, Ful- 
ton Walker) 

Most Extra Points, Career — 9, Mike Cofer (old record: 8, Don Chandler, Roy Gerela, 
Chris Bahr ; 

Most Extra Points, Game — 7, Mike Cofer (old record: 6, Ali Haji-Sheikh XXII) 

Most Extra Points Attempted, Career — 10, Mike Cofer (old record: 9, Roy Gerela) 

Most Extra Points Attempted, Game — 8, Mike Cofer (old record: 6, Ali Haji-Sheikh 
XXII) 

Most Points, Game, Team — 55, San Francisco (old record: 46, Chicago vs. New 
England XX) 

Largest Margin of Victory, Game, Team — 45, San Francisco (old record: 36, Chica- 
go vs. New England XX) 

Most Touchdowns, Game, Team — 8, San Francisco (old record: 6, Washington 
vs. Denver XX\Il) 

Most Touchdowns Passing, Game, Team — 5, San Francisco (old record: 4, Pitts- 
burgh Xill, Washington XXIl) 

Most Kickoff Returns, Game, Team — 9, Denver old record: 7, six teams) 

Most Kickoff Returns, Game, Both Teams — 12, Denver (9), San Francisco (3) (old 
record: 11, three games) ’ : 

Most Extra Points; Game; Teany77'San Francisco (old record: 6, Washington XX\\) 

Most Extra Points Attempted, Game, Team — 8, San Francisco (old record: 6, 
Washington XXII) 
“extended own record 


Records tied: 

Most Points, Career — 24, Roger Craig, Jerry Rice (ties record held by Franco 
Harris) 

Most Touchdowns, Career — 4, Roger Craig, Jerry Rice (ties record held by Fran- 
co Harris) 

Most Points, Game — 18, Jerry Rice (ties record held by Roger Craig XIX) 

Most Touchdowns, Game — 3, Jerry Rice (ties record held by Roger Craig XIX) 

Most Touchdowns Rushing, Game — 2, Tom Rathman (ties record shared by seven 
players) : 

Most Games, 100+ Yards on Receptions, Career — 2, Jerry Rice (ties record 
shared by John Stallworth, Lynn Swann) 

Most Consecutive Games, 100+ Yards on Receptions, Career — 2, Jerry Rice 
(ties record shared by John Stallworth, Lynn Swann) 

Most Punt Returns, Career — 6, John Taylor (ties record shared by four players) 

Most Fumbles Recovered, Career — 2, John Elway (ties record shared by nine 
players) 

Most Sacks, Game (Since 1983) — 2, Daniel Stubbs (ties record shared by six 
players) 

Most Games Won, Team — 4, San Francisco (ties record held by Pittsburgh) 

Most Consecutive Games Won, Team — 2, San Francisco (ties record held by 
Green Bay, Miami, Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh) 

Most Games Lost, Team — 4, Denver (ties record held by Minnesota) 

Most Points, Fourth Quarter, Team — 14, San Francisco (ties record shared by 
seven teams) 

Most Points, Third Quarter, Both Teams — 21, San Francisco (14), Denver (7) (ties 
record set by Chicago-New England XX) 

Most Touchdowns, Game, Both Teams — 9,,San Francisco (8), Denver (1) (ties 
record set by Dallas-Pittsburgh XIil) 

Fewest Field Goal Attempts, Game, Both Teams — 1, San Francisco (0), Denver 
(1) (ties record set by Miami-Minnesota VII!) 

Most Touchdowns Rushing, Game, Both Teams — 4, San Francisco (3), Denver 
(1) (ties record shared by Miami-Minnesota VIII, Chicago-New England XX) 

Fewest Touchdowns Passing, Game, Team — 0, Denver (ties record shared by 
12 teams) , 

Fewest Penalties, Game, Team — 0, Denver (ties record shared by Miami vs. Dal- 
las VI, Pittsburgh vs. Dallas X) 

Fewest Yards Penalized, Game, Team — 0, Denver (ties record shared by Miami 
vs. Dallas VI, Pittsburgh vs. ‘Dallas X) 

Fewest Fumbles, Game, Team — 0, San Francisco (ties record shared by eight 
teams) 

Fewest Turnovers, Game, Team — 0, San Francisco (ties record shared by six 
teams) 
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Teams struggle to protect best — 


it's time for the NFL’s annual garage sale 
— Plan B — and the Big Lie — free agency. 

On Feb. 1, each team protected 37 play- 
ers and left the rest of its roster free to cut 
separate deals. It's costume free agency for 
the 490 unprotected players — simply 
makeup — because that far down it’s a mat- 
ter of exchanging reserves. 

lf an unprotected player having a 1990 
contract hasn’t signed with another team by 
April 1, he’ll revert to his former team at a 
minimum of that contract, unless the parties 
agree io re-negotiate. 

ifthe unprotected player without a contract 
hasn't signed by April 1, his former team has 
two weeks to notify him of its intentions. 

If a protected free agent signs an offer 
sheet with another team, his former team 
can meet that offer, or lose the player in ex- 
change for draft choices. 

Traditionally, free agents re-sign with their 
former teams because clubs aren't willing to 
give up draft choices. 

Here’s who’s coming and going — and in 
many cases, staying — in the division: 


Detroit 
Lions 


FREE AGENT LIONS: LB Mark Brown, 
QB Bob Gagliano, QB Chuck Long, DE 
Falaniko Noga, OT Eric Sanders, DB Terry 
Taylor, DE Eric Williams, LB Jimmy 
Williams. 

FREE AGENT ANALYSIS: Long, once 
considered the franchise's future, is on the 


outs. Gagliano played well when rookie Rod- 
ney Peete was injured. If they get positive 
medical reports on Long, the Lions might 
sign him, then swing a trade. The Lions ar- 
en’t convinced Long is finished as a player, 
otherwise he would’ve been Plan B. 

PLAN B LIONS: DE James Cribbs, C Ken 
Dallafior, T Chris Gambol, DE Curtis Green, 
DB James Griffin, DB Jerry Holmes, LB 
Keith Karpinski, C Trevor Matich, WR Keith 
McDonald, DB Bruce McNorton, G Joe 
Milinichik, DB John Miller, WR Stacey 
Mobley, C Steve Mott, RB Tony Paige, WR 
Walter Stanley, WR Mike Williams. 

PLAN B ANALYSIS: Considering how 
well Stanley played — he signed as a free 
agent and his salary was relatively low — it’s 
surprising he wasn’t protected. He’s sure to 
leave. Several unprotected Lions — Holmes, 
McNorton, Dallafior, Gambol — could be re- 
signed if their age doesn’t scare off other 
teams. 

NOTEBOOK: Ex-Lion DE Reggie Rogers 
was given the maximum sentence — but still 
got off light — of 16 to 24 months in prison 
for negligent homicide in the deaths of three 
teen-agers in an alcohol-related car accident 
last fall. 


Green Bay 
Packers 


FREE AGENT PACKERS: DE Robert 
Brown, DB Chuck Cecil, OT Dave Croston, 
RB Herman Fontenot, RB Brent Fullwood, 


DB Tiger Greene, OG Ron Hallstrom, QB. 


“ 


Don't expect to see quarterback Tommy Kramer back ina Vikinguniform next 
season. Kramer was left unprotected by Minnesota and says he doesn't want 


to be there in 1990. 


Don Majkowski, OG Rich Moran, DB Mark 
Murphy, NT Bob Nelson, LB Brian Noble, DB 
Ron Pitts, OT Ken Ruettgers, OT Alan Vein- 
grad, TE Ed West, DE Blaise Winter, RB 
Keith Woodside. 

FREE AGENT ANALYSIS: All the 
progress made last season means nothing 
if Majkowski isn’t re-signed. Majkowski made 
$400,000 last year with incentives, but will 
probably move into the $2-million range. 
He’s worth two No. 1s, but Green Bay is ex- 
pected to match any offer. 

PLAN B PACKERS: WR Erick Affholter, 
LB John Anderson, G Bill Ard, WR Carl 
Bland, NT Jerry Boyarsky, P Don Bracken, 
DB Dave Brown, TE Clint Didier, LB John 
Dorsey, DB Van Jakes, QB Blair Kiel, WR 
Aubrey Matthews, TE John Spagnola, DB 
Ken Stills, OT Keith Uecker, LB Mike Wed- 
dington. 

PLAN B ANALYSIS: The Packers signed 
a league-high 20 Plan B free agents last 
year. Many show up on this year’s Plan B 
list, but because of age and injury some 
should be unattractive on the open market 
and will be re-signed. As it did last year, 
Green Bay will be active in Plan B signings. 

NOTEBOOK: C Blair Bush, signed as a 
Plan B free agent last year, retired after a 
12-year career. 


» Tampa Bay 
Sy Buccaneers 


FREE AGENT BUCS: WR Mark Carrier, 
DE Reuben Davis, WR Bruce Hill, DB Roder- 
ick Jones, NT Shawn Lee, LB Eugene 
Marve, LB Winston Moss, LB Kevin Murphy, 
WR Frank Pillow, DB Ricky Reynolds, OT 
Harry Swayne, OT Rob Taylor. 

FREE AGENT ANALYSIS: Re-signing 
Carrier and Hill are immediate priorities. 

PLAN B BUCS: QB Kerwin Bell, DE John 
Cannon, K John Carney, DB Sherman 
Cocroft, OT Mark Cooper, DB Donnie Elder, 
QB Joe Ferguson, DB Bobby Futrell, C Dan 
Graham, TE William Harris, G Chuck Mas- 
saro, LB Alvin Mitchell, LB Peter Najarian, 
G Mike Simmonds, RB Don Smith, LB Jack- 
ie Walker, DE Rhondy Weston, RB James 
Wilder. 

PLAN B ANALYSIS: It’s not surprising 
Ferguson and Wilder were unprotected be- 
cause of their age. The Bucs could take 
Green Bay's cue and sign up to 15 players. 

NOTEBOOK: Carrier went to the Pro Bowl 
as an alternate. . 


Minnesota 


my Vikings 


FREE AGENT VIKINGS: DB Michael 
Brim, WR Anthony Carter, RB D.J. Dozier, 
C Chris Foote, QB Rich Gannon, WR Jim 
Gustafson, K Rich Karlis, C Kirk Lowdermilk, 
DB Reggie Rutland. 

FREE AGENT ANALYSIS: Cafter will 
draw the most attention and is worth two No. 
4s. Another key is signing Gannon since 
Tommy Kramer was left unprotected. 

PLAN B VIKINGS: RB Jessie Clark, NT 
Ken Clarke, DB Travis Curtis, DB Brad Ed- 
wards, LB John Galvin, TE Carl Hilton, G 
Dave Huffman, Kramer, WR Leo Lewis, DE 
Doug Martin, C/G Randy Rasmussen, C 
Mark Rodenhauser, P Bucky Scribner. 

PLAN B ANALYSIS: Kramer, 4-1 as a 
starter last year, is fed up with coach Jerry 


Burns’ yo-yo treatment and doesn’t expect 
to be back. *'I highly doubt I'll be back. All 
year long | kept my mouth shut because I’m 
a team player. I’m not sure exactly what the 
Vikings’ thinking is, but this was a decision 
they wanted to make and they did,” Kramer 
said. .. . The Vikings may try to recoup loss- 
es from the Herschel Walker deal by dip- 
ping into the Plan B market. 

NOTEBOOK: DE Keith Millard was 
charged with drunken driving, his second 
such arrest in 10 months and 12th of a Vik- 
ings player in the last four years. GM Mike 3 
Lynn, in a classic dodge, said the team’s ar- 
rest history was more a reflection of the com- 
munity’s vigilance toward drunk driving than 
an indictment of the players. However, form- 
er Vikings’ DE Carl Eller, who has worked 
with the Vikings and the NFL as a drug coun- 
selor, said: ‘| don’t think you can deny 
there’s a problem. | mean, how many. times 
do-you think it can happen?” 


All Plan B Team 
OFFENSE 
Quarterback — Tommy 
Kramer, Vikings. 

Running backs — Curt Warn- 
er, Seahawks; Ottis Anderson, 
Giants; Joe Morris, Giants. 

Wide receivers — Dennis 
McKinnon, Bears; Ron Brown, 
Rams; Wesley Walker, Jets; Matt 
Bouza, Colts. 

Tight end — Brent Jones, 
49ers. 

Tackles — Craig Wolfley, 
Steelers; Chris Gambol, Lions. 


Center — Mike Webster, 
Chiefs. 
Guards — Mark Adickes, 


Chiefs; Max Montoya, Bengals. 
DEFENSE 


Defensive ends — Ed Jones, 
Cowboys; Art Still, Bills; Al Bak- 
er, Browns. 

Nose tackle — Fred Smerlas, 
Bills. 

Outside linebackers — Keena 
Turner, 49ers; Johnie Cooks, Gi- 
ants; Jim Morrissey, Bears. 

Inside linebackers — Eddie 
Johnson, Browns; Barry Krauss, 
Dolphins. 

Cornerbacks — Everson 
Walls, Cowboys; Hanford Dixon, 
Browns. 

Safeties — Deron Cherry, 
Chiefs; Lloyd Burruss, Chiefs; 
Todd Bell, Eagles. 

Defensive backs — Leroy Irvin, 
Rams; Maurice Douglass, Bears. 


SPECIALISTS 


Placekicker — Matt Bahr, 
Browns. 

Punter — Mike Horan, 
Broncos. 

Kick returner — Walter Stan- 
ley, Lions. 

Punt returner — Gerald 


McNeil, Browns. 
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ear watching from California 
.-A strange season looks even stranger miles away 


While much of the population of Califor- 
nia spent large parts of the last two years 
bird watching, | spent the last two years in 
the Golden State Bear watching. If you think 
playoff games in the fog, heart attacks and 
six-game losing streaks looked strange up 
close, imagine watching, listening and hear- 
ing about all these odd occurrences from 
almost 2,000 miles away. 


BRIAN HEWITT 


ok am |e 


When you have spent the better part of 10 
years following the Bears to London, Plat- 
teville and (on the strangest trip of all) to Su- 
per Bowl XX in New Orleans it is a strain to 
ferret out the truth from afar. And while my 
assignment with the Los Angeles Times for 
the last two years was covering a stumble- 


~*=bum team called the San Diego Chargers, 


my heart was still in Chicago and my mind 
wandered constantly on Sundays to the San 
Diego Jack'Murphy Stadium scoreboard for 
progress reports on the Bears. 

Imagine my surprise: 

What's this — a 42-35 loss to the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers followed by a 32-31 loss to 
those same Buccaneers six weeks later at 
Soldier Field? 

What's this — Ditka saying, at one point, 
he didn’t think the Bears would win another 
game? 

What's this — James Thornton, John 
Shannon, John Roper, Markus Paul, Jerry 
Fontenot and Tom Waddle? 

Who are these guys? 

Best | could figure from California is Wad- 
dle was the brother of Bear defensive line- 
man William “The Refrigerator’’ Waddle. : 

‘‘What’s Ditka REALLY like?” everybody 
in California wanted to know. Just like every- 
body in Chicago always wants to know about 


the California girls the Beach Boys apotheo- 
sized in song. 

Well here’s a news flash: There are great 
looking women and lousy looking women in 
California just like there are great looking 
men and lousy looking men. My confession 
is that | spent more time looking at the wom- 
en than the men. 

But Californians had this fascination about 
Ditka. They didn’t want to believe me when 
| told them that wasn’t his wife that shot him 
the dirty look in the soup commercial. They 
didn’t want to believe me when | told them 
Ditka, a balled-fist of a man, knew much 
more about offensive football than most of 
the NFL has ever given him credit for. 

They saw Ditka as a cartoon character. 
Sort of Joe Palooka, Superman and Barney 
Google packaged neatly into a football 
coach. Similarly, Chicagoans believe Califor- 
nia is the land of the lotus eaters, mung 
sprout munchers and avocado aficionados. 

Well here’s another news flash: They eat 
cheeseburgers, chile and fries in Southern 
California, too. And Ron Lynn, the defensive 
coordinator of that state’s San Diego NFL 
franchise, is the best kept secret in the 
league. Lynn is Buddy Ryan without the 
crust. The team that one day selects him to 
become their head coach will be in the Su- 
per Bowl in less than five years. 

But squinting at ESPN and reading the oc- 
casional Chicago Tribune or Sun-Times that 
had found its way west led me to believe that 
Bear defensive coordinator Vince Tobin is 
the heir apparent if and when Ditka becomes 
the air apparent to John Madden on 
CBS-TV. 

Maybe by the time Tobin gets the job, 
Hampton will still be around playing on 
knees that were operated on several dozen 
times. By the time Tobin gets the job, he bet- 
ter have re-schooled his defensive players 
in the fundamental art of tackling. Even 
2,000 miles away, you could tell. 

After the 33-28 loss to Houston in Game 
Six — a game in which the Bears allowed 
the Oilers to score three touchdowns within 

16 minutes in the second half; a game in 
which they blew a nine-point lead with less 
than five minutes to play; a game after which 
Ditka said, ‘This is as disappointed as I’ve 
ever been in a football team. Now | don’t 
know if we’re capable of winning another 
football game. | don’t think we are at this 
point. This football team is in disarray and 


we are not very good;” after all that, | knew 
even the heart attack hadn’t changed Ditka. 

Ditka had suffered a heart attack. And now 
he was attacking back. It reminded me of the 
memorable and wonderfully-monosyllabic 
post-game press conference he conducted 
in the bowels of Soldier Field in 1984 after 
a bitterly-disappointing 23-14 loss to Dallas 
and his old boss, Tom Landry. 

And it made me pine for Ditka’s Mondays 
where he would either be contrite for com- 
ments made the day or night before, or he 
would already be testy thinking about next 
week’s opponent. 

The Chargers had a suspicious general 
manager named Steve Orimayer who looked 
at reporters like they had just crawled out 
from under a rock. They had a head coach, 
Dan Henning, who closed practices to the 
media the week before his first game as 
head coach — a game the Chargers lost 
40-14. 

Oh sure, Ditka abused the writers and 
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Where’s the Smile? 


It's just beneath the frown, 
waiting to be coaxed forth by a 
friendly word. Children are an 
important element of our 
apostolate in parishes, 
missions, schools and hospitals. 
They are the future of our work. 
Pe you would like to make 
them part of your world as a 
Priest or Brother in our 


It’s easy to find 
a friendly face 
in Juneau. 
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from all races, cultures and countries, but united by a unique family spirit. 
We bring to all the greatest consolation, Jesus Christ, through Mary our 
Mother. We leave our homeland in order to reach out to the poor in the 
poorest countries of the world and for the construction of a world wide 
civilization of love, For vocation information or to support our community 


with CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS, contact: 
Fr. John Marconcini, IMC, Vocations Director 


7110 Thomas Boulevard, PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15208 


broadcasters. But he usually forgot about it 
five minutes later. He taught me to have a 
thick skin. And he never, never (at least not 
in my presence) asked to go off the record. 

Henning was a charming sort as long as 
you weren’t asking him about the shortcom- 
ings of his football team. He was the kind of 
guy you might want to play a round of golf 
with, have a drink and tell stories. 

Ditka’s temper could ruin a golf game for 


the entire foursome if he wasn’t playing well. 


But his press conferences had a circus-like 
atmosphere about them. You got the feei- 
ing he enjoyed them as much as the report- 
ers who scribbled furiously to keep up with 
him. 

Ditka took a team to the Super Bowl. Hen- 
ning never got close. Both finished 6-10 in 
1989. 

I. can only hope, as the newly-assigned 


Bears writer for The National — a promis- 


ing new sports daily newspaper — that Dit- 


ka hasn't changed too much. 
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Bears, 49ers have differences 


The Bears thought they were going to be 
what the 49ers turned out to be, and with 
geod reason. After the 1985 season, they 
were both the youngest NFL team and the 
best, by a wide margin. ‘‘! would have said 
they were crazy if someone said we wouldn't 
win it for two or three years after that,” line- 
backer Mike Singletary said. 

But they didn’t win the next year. Or the 
year after or the year after that. They didn't 
even go to the Super Bowl again, and they 
won't with-the same team that won it in ‘85. 


KEVIN LAM, yas 


Now it’s the 49ers who have won multiple 
Super Bowis and have become the first team 
in 10 years to win two in a row, and the Bears 
who are wondering what went wrong? What 
did the 49ers have that they didn’t have? 

They didn’t have better players. Their 
offense is better, but the 85 Bears had an 
underrated offense with much the same ver- 
satility. They could control the ball on long 
drives with Walter Payton, or they could 
strike long with Willie Gault. Jim McMahon 
was no Joe Montana, but in 1985, he was 
as close as the feague has seen in a long 


time. And the 49ers have never had the 
dominant pass rushers the Bears had in the 
late "80s. 

The 4Sers didn’t even have better luck, 
although there has to be luck involved to stay 
on top as long as they have. In 1988, they 
had to win a tiebreaker to win the division, 
and they won their tiebreaker over the Rams 
only because New Orleans beat Atlanta on 
the last Sunday of the season. They wouldn't 
even have qualified for a tiebreaker if they 
hadn't won two games with long, last-minute 
plays. But they did win those games. Cham- 
pions find ways to create opportunities, and 
to take advantage of them. 

This 17-2 season was certainly not one of 
clear sailing for the 49ers. They had star 
receiver Jerry Rice complaining about lack 


one retirement. Injuries left the defense at 
one point with just four starters from last sea- 
son and sidelined its two best players, nose 
tackle Michael Carter for nine games and 
safety Ronnie Lott for five. Safety Jeff Fuller 
had a paralyzing’ neck injury, and that was 
five days after an earthquake rocked the 
All the NFL teams will try to learn from the 
4Sers. They'll copy parts of their offense and 
defense, as losers always emulate winners. 
The 49ers’ systems certainly are a reason 
for their success, but the Bears have had 
good enough playbooks and game plans to 
win. The Bears need to learn what were the 
key differences between their organizations, 
and how to narrow those differences. Some 
of them are obvious. 
Quarterback. Montana is the biggest sin- 


One of the differences between the 49ers and the Bears of the late “80s is 
quarterback Joe Montana, an unselfish leader who has always played at his best. 
(Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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gle reason for the 49ers’ ability to stay on 
top, but in 1985, virtually no one would have 
traded McMahon for Montana. They had 
many similarities, most notably their ability 
to improvise with plays to third and fourth 
receivers, but they also shared charismatic 
leadership, a pattern of enmity with their 
head coaches and serious injuries in 1986 
and °87. 

The difference was that Montana didn’t 
openly defy 49er coach Bill Walsh and Mon- 
tana worked hard enough to come back 
completely and permanently from his back 
surgery. Maybe the biggest difference of all 
was that his teammates have called Montana 
the most unselfish player they’ve seen. 

The 49ers also had better backup quar- 
terbacks, especially with Steve Young the 
last three seasons. He was good enough to 
legitimately threaten Montana’s job and 
push him to the best season of his career, 
and he was good enough to win games on 
his own when Montana couldn’t play. 
There’s no simple explanation for the 49ers’ 
better quarterback situation; it came from a 
combination of having more money to 
spend, putting a higher priority on the posi- 
tion and taking less for granted about the 
need for more than one quarterback, and 
very likely, better coaching. 

°Flexibility in personnel acquisition. 
Young came in a trade. Veterans Matt Millen 
and Jim Burt had been waived when the 
49ers got them to be backups, and they 
wound up starting. In their best draft, 1986, 
the 49ers traded back three times before 
making their first pick and wound up with 
seven future starters as a result of the mul- 
tiple draft picks they got in return. 

The 49ers didn’t win the Super Bowl be- 
cause they participated in Plan B, but a team 
that signs a few free agents and makes ag- 
gressive moves for veteran depth is show- 
ing the players it will do anything to win. That 
leads to the same attitude among the 
players. 

Ownership. In dollars and sense, this is 
an unfair fight. Edward DeBartolo Jr. can af- 
ford to spend far more money than Michael 
McCaskey, whose only income source is the 
football team. DeBartolo gave raises before 
contracts expired. He had an estimated 
$19.9 million payroll. Burt and linebacker 
Matt Millen cost $50,000 a week as backups. 

“They're a billion-dollar team, and they’re 
killing us,” one playoff team executive said. 

“If deficit spending is the requirement, that 
leaves a lot of the rest of us just standing 
there looking,’’ McCaskey said. 

But 49ers executive vice-president Car- 
men Policy said, ‘It’s not the money. It’s the 
way it’s spent.”’ The 49ers rarely paid the 
wrong players. They've been smart enough 
to build a team without relying solely on the 
draft, which is stacked against winners. 
They’ve turned over their roster by a dozen 
players a year and been willing to use the 
new ones. The ’89 team has 14 new play- 
ers and starts four rookies. 


$495 NEW PITCHING MACHINE 


BROCHURE & VIDEO AVAILABLE 


(800) 748-1527 


DeBartolo “‘brings all of us into his fami- 
ly,”’ Seifert said, and he does so literally. He 
flew the whole team to his Youngstown, 
Ohio, home for a highlight film party last 
spring, then had them over to the house for 
breakfast. He spares no expense on facili- 
ties or travel, food or lodging, and besides 
tapping his wallet, he opens his heart with 
flowers and birthday gifts to players’ wives. 

The largesse makes two points. First, the 
players are expected to give DeBartolo wins 
in return. But second, they want to. Wilson 
was Offered better free-agent contracts last 
spring, he said, ‘But why would | want to 
leave here?‘ 

eJealousy. Burt was surprised one week 
this season to see halfback Roger Craig 
laughing it up after rushing for only 49 yards 
in a victory. “‘We’re a close-knit team, a fa- 
mily,’’ Craig said. The 49ers dare not let 
each other down, least of all their owner and 
Papa. 

There has been little competition for the 
spotlight on the 49ers. Montana was their 
main man and they knew it. Nobody taped 
videos. The radio shows and endorsements 
that were commonplace in Chicago were 
rare in San Francisco. 

The 1987 strike seemed to tear the 49ers 
apart more than the Bears, whose players 
stuck together. Montana and other 49ers 
crossed the picket line. But the 49ers didn’t 
have a coach condemning his players for 
sticking together on strike. 

eLate-season peaks. The Bears have al- 
ways seemed to slump in December. The 
49ers had the eerie fortune this season of 
a virtual halt to injuries after nine games, or 
was it more than coincidence? Only two 
practices a week have contact. ‘From about 
week 11 into the playoffs, we were a lot 
fresher than other teams because we wer- 
en't banging on each other during the 
week,”’ guard Terry Tausch said. 

Stability and lack of complacency. That’s 
a hard combination to pull off, and the 49ers 
caught a break. When the Bears tried to 
repeat, they lost their defensive coordinator 
and had to change defensive systems. When 
the 49ers tried to repeat, they lost their head 
coach but kept the same systems on both 
sides of the ball. 

Losing Bill Walsh became a positive in- 
fluence. As safety Ronnie Lott said, ‘‘We 
wanted to win four ourselves and prove to 
everybody it wasn’t just Walsh.” Besides, he 
said, ‘‘We didn’t know what to expect”’ from 
successor George Seifert. ‘‘That unfamiliar 
feeling makes you concentrate harder, focus 
more on playing better ball.” 

For the 49ers, football came first, usually 
ahead of money in both the front office and 
the locker room. That's a hard parley to pull 
off, and it might be impossible for the Bears’ 
ownership, lacking independent wealth. But 
it’s what made the 49ers first in football. 


“SALUTE TO 
DOUG BUFFONE” 


PRINCESS CRUISES 
CARIBBEAN SAILING 


MARCH 3-MARCH 10, 1990 


HOSTED BY CHET COPPOCK 
OF 
‘‘COPPOCK ON SPORTS” 


For further information on this ex- 
clusive offering with many extras, 
please call or write: 


Joe Antimuro 


The Travel Agency, Inc. 


300 W. Washington St., Suite 1006 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 


(312) 853-3228 
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Bear Notebook 


Bears leave veterans unprotected 


Dennis McKinnon, Jim Morrissey, tracts to encourage players to stay withthe already exchanged contract proposals. The ing position, but he’s considered to be run- 
Maurice Douglass and Mickey Pruitthead Bears. Among those offered better contracts Bears first sent Anderson an offer worth ning fifth among five candidates for the 
the list of Bears that were left offthe team’s are Morrissey, Pruitt, Glen Kozlowski and about $1.4 million a year that would make opening. 
37-man protected list. Tony Woods. The new contracts, though, him the highest paid Bear in history and The Jets have interviewed 11 coaches for 

Those players left off the list, announced don’t prevent those players from signing with _ place him on a par with the Colts’ Eric Dick- the position and among those are still con- 
Friday, are free to negotiate and sign with another team. erson, currently the highest paid running sidering Tobin, San Francisco offensive 
any team in the league until April 1. Teams The Bears decided to protect Dan Hamp- _ back in the league. coordinator Mike Holmgren, Eagles offen- 

Anderson’s counterproposal is reported- sive coordinator Ted Plumb, Vikings defen- 


that sign players under this Plan B free agen- ton and William Perry rather than risk los- i 
Sekai ing them. They want to avoid another ly for more than $1.5 million a year. His base sive coordinator Floyd Peters and Bengals 


cy don’t have to give up compensation to the . Q 
team losing the player. situation like the one last year that allowed _ salary last season was $290,000. offensive coordinator Bruce Coslet. 
Of those left unprotected by the Bears, you Al Harris to sign with the Eagles under Plan The Bears hope to have Anderson signed There’s also speculation that Tobin has 


can count on McKinnon not returning to the . by the end of this week to avoid a long been told he’ll get the Bears’ head coach- 
team next season. McKinnon’s mouth has © Though Perry has had weight problems _ negotiation. Anderson reiterated last week _ing job after the 1990 season if Mike Ditka 


gotten him in trouble with the team almost throughout his career, and his lasttwo sea- _his first choice is to stay with the Bears. decides to retire after the season. But Bears’ 
every season he’s been in Chicago. In 1989, sons have been especially disappointing, the Anderson is a free agent under the origi- president Michael McCaskey said no such 

, he criticized teammate Brad Muster midway Bears wantto give himone more chance be- _ nal free-agent system. That means if another arrangement has been made, and he hopes 
through the season. The year before, he criti. fore totally giving up on him. team signs Anderson to an offer sheet, the Ditka decides to continue coaching the 
cized the coaching staff. Last year the Bears lost nine players to Bears will have one week to match the offer Bears for years to come. 


“No way I’ll be back,’ McKinnon said last Plan B free agency while signing none. Vice _ or lose Anderson and receive two first-round 
week. .‘‘Don’t worry about me. |’llhave alot president of player personnel Bill Tobin said _ draft picks from the other team. 
of clubs to choose from.” the Bears will have more of an open mind Other Bears who became free agents Feb. 
Morrissey was left unprotected after a kid- this year in signing players under PlanB. But 1 under the original system include Mike 
ney injury cut his 1989 season short. In fact, he said the Bears won't sign players just for | Tomezak, Jim Covert, Hampton, Vestee 
his entire playing career with the Bears has__ the sake of bringing more bodies to training Jackson, Douglass, John Wojciechowski, 
been hampered by injuries. That makes him camp. He wants to be sure they cancontrib- | Kozlowski and Pruitt. Bears’ director of 


Plan B roster 


PROTECTED 


less attractive to other teams, which is why ute to the team before signing them. finance Ted Phillips said he'll concentrate Quarterback Jim Harbaugh 
the Bears didn’t protect him. *THE BEARS AND NEAL ANDERSON  onsigning Anderson before working on con- Quarterback Mike Tomezak 
Morrissey said he'll look at other offers but have gotten serious about contract negotia- _ tracts for the other free agents. Running back Neal Anderson 
would prefer to stay with the Bears. tions now that the running back is officially eFORMER BEARS’ RUNNING BACK Running back Mark Green 
To keep players from leaving that the a free agent. Calvin Thomas claimed in an interview with Running back Brad Muster 
Bears want back despite leaving them un- Though no other team has yet togive An- Associated Press that four Bears who were Tight end Cap Boso 


protected, the team sweetened several con- dersonan offer sheet; he andthe Bearshave __ starters on the 1988 team and are still with 
the team tested positive for drug use, but no 
action was taken. Thomas refused to name 
the four players. 

Thomas was suspended for 30 days in 
1988 while with the Bears’ for testing posi- 
tive ina random drug test. It was the second 
time he tested positive. After his suspension, 
the Bears traded him to Denver, where he 
was released two weeks later. 

Thomas claimed four other Bears were 
able to keep away from problems with other 
random tests with the help of the Bears, help 
he said he never received. 

In a statement released last week the 
Bears said they were “surprised to hear of 
allegations made by former running back 
Calvin Thomas. The allegation that four 
teammates used drugs will be treated by 
Bears’ management as unsubstantiated. Un- 
til evidence arises, the claim is seen as pure 
speculation. Also, the club completely denies 
the accusation that a coverup of a player’s 
drug test occurred.” 

°THE BEARS ARE UNDER:*CONSIDER- 
ATION by the NFL to play ‘one of their 
Preseason games this summer in West 
Germany. 

Officials are trying to line up a Bears- 
Dolphins matchup for either West Berlin or 
Frankfurt, West Germany. It would be the 
third overseas game for the Bears, who 
previously have played preseason games in 
London and Sweden. 

eDEFENSIVE END TRACE ARM- 
STRONG and linebacker John Roper were 
the only Bears named to UPI’s all-rookie 
team. The team is selected by UPI football 
editors. 

Also, Bears’ linebacker Mike Singletary 
was named to The Sporting News’ 1989 NFL 
All-Pro team for the sixth consecutive year. 

eTHE BEARS HAVE INTERVIEWED 
SEVERAL candidates to fill their defensive 
backfield coaching position that opened up 
when Jim LaRue took over the research and 
quality control position from Jim Dooley, 
who retired. 

Though they haven’t hired anyone yet, the 
Bears have interviewed former Jets defen- 
sive coordinator Ralph Hawkins, former 
Cardinals linebackers coagh Joe Pascale, 
former Cardinals defensive line coach Jim 

== Johnson and Colorado secondary coach 

The Bears may finally have had enough of outspoken wide receiver Dennis Zaven Yaralian, among others. 
2 NicKinnon, who was left unprotected under Plan B free agency. (Bear Report VINCE TOBIN IS STILL A CANDIDATE 
photo by Steve Woltmann) for the New York Jets’ vacant head coach- 


Tight end Jim Thornton 

Wide receiver Wendell Davis 
Wide receiver Dennis: Gentry 
Wide receiver Ron Morris 
Guard Mark Bortz 

Guard Tom Thayer 

Guard Jerry Fontenot 

Guard John Wojciechowski 
Center Jay Hilgenberg 
Offensive tackle Jim Covert 
Offensive tackle Chris Dyko 
Offensive tackle Keith Van Horne 
Defensive tackle Dan Hampton 
Defensive tackle Steve McMichael 
Defensive tackle William Perry 
Defensive end Trace Armstrong 
Defensive end Dick Chapura 
Defensive end Richard Dent 
Linebacker Troy Johnson 
Linebacker Dante Jones 
Linebacker Ron Rivera 
Linebacker John Roper 
Linebacker Mike Singletary 
Safety Dave Duerson 

Safety Shaun Gayle 

Safety Markus Paul 

Safety David Tate 

Cornerback Vestee Jackson 
Cornerback Lemuel Stinson 
Cornerback Donnell Woolford 
Kicker Kevin Butler 


NOT PROTECTED 


Running back Thomas Sanders 
Running back Matt Suhey 
Running back Brian Taylor 
Wide receiver Glen Kozlowski 
Wide receiver Dennis McKinnon 
Wide receiver Tom Waddle 
Offensive tackle Dave Zawatson 
Defensive end John Shannon 
Defensive end Tony Woods 
Linebacker Steve Hyche 
Linebacker Jim Morrissey 
Linebacker Mickey Pruitt 

Safety Maurice Douglass 
Cornerback Lorenzo Lynch 
Defensive back George Streeter 
Punter Maury Buford 


= 


UNSIGNED FREE AGENTS 


Quarterback Brent Snyder 
Fullback Bryan Bero 
¢ Tight end James Coley 
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Comparisons require a rulebook- 


To compare the San Francisco 49ers of 
the 1980s with the Pittsburgh Steelers of the 
1970s requires more than imagination. It re- 
quires a rulebook. 

We concede the 49ers are better than the 
Green Bay Packers of the 1960s or the 
Cleveland Browns of the 1950s or the Bears 
of the 1940s simply because athletes are big- 
ger, stronger, faster. 

But the ’70s are too close to dismiss. In 
fact, Joe Montana and the 49ers played Ter- 
ry Bradshaw and the Steelers in 1981, two 
years after the Steelers last won a Super 
Bowl. The 49ers won 17-14 in Pittsburgh. 


DON PIERSON —— 


The 49ers went on to win their first Super 
Bowl. The Steelers finished 8-8. 

Bradshaw has conceded that Montana 
was better than he was, although Bradshaw 
won't concede that the 49ers would have 
beaten the Steelers in their prime. A lot de- 
pends on the rules of the fantasy. 

Cleveland coach Bud Carson, former 
defensive coordinator of the Steelers, said 


the differences in rules are ‘what everybody 
forgets.” 

By the end of the ’70s, owners had 
changed rules to limit defense and en- 
courage more scoring. Pittsburgh’s famous 
“Steel Curtain” pass rush of Joe Greene, Er- 
nie Holmes, L.C. Greenwood, Dwight White, 
John Banaszak and Steve Furness backed 
by linebackers Jack Ham, Jack Lambert, 
Andy Russell, Dirt Winston, and Robin Cole 
helped convince owners that overpowering 
defense was somehow too dull for the pay- 
ing public to appreciate. 

The Steelers had won Super Bowls in 
1974 and 1975 before owners outlawed the 
head slap and limited downfield contact be- 
tween defensive backs and receivers. That 
came in 1977. By 1978, they further restrict- 
ed contact onreceivers to a 5-yard zone past 
the line of scrimmage, no farther. 

Line up 49er receiver Jerry Rice opposite 
Steeler cornerback Mel Blount and what 
happens? Define the rules first. Can Blount 
bounce him around, knocking him and Mon- 
tana off their rhythm? Or is Rice allowed to 
run downfield practically unimpeded? 

“You could jam receivers 10 yards down- 
field as long as the ball wasn’t in flight,” Car- 
son said. “‘If you were a little guy, (Blount) 
just owned you.” 

Line up Mean Joe Greene head up on 
49er center Jesse Sapolu or Randy Cross 
or Fred Quillan before him. Would Greene 
be able to get a hand in Montana’s face on 
those short three-step drops? Define the 
rules. Can Greene slap the center upside the 
helmet? Or are offensive linemen allowed 
“extended armsand open hands” (1978) or 
“extended arms in the pocket area on run- 
ning plays”’ (1984) or ‘‘extended arms any- 


where on the field’ (1987)? 

“Pass protection rules are somuch more 
liberal for offensive linemen,’’ Carson said. 
“That's the reason we were able to do a lot 
of the things we did. That’s the reason for 
the rules changes. 

“Pittsburgh’s defense was better than San 
Francisco’s and San Francisco’s offense 
was better than Pittsburgh’s. Under the old 
rules, Pittsburgh would beat the hell out of 
them; under the new rules, it probably would 
be just the opposite.” 

It took offenses time to adjust to the defen- 
Sive restrictions and take advantage of 
speedy receivers and timing routes. But now 
that Montana and the 49ers have perfected 
it, will they change the rules back? 

“Our rules are in good shape now. | hope 
they don’t change them,” San Francisco 
coach George Seifert said Monday. 

Of course, Seifert is now an offensive 
coach after spending most of the ’80s as Bill 
Walsh's defensive coordinator. 

Montana, who grew up near Pittsburgh, 
watched the Steelers’ last Super Bowl vic- 
tory and said his 49ers match up “‘probably 
pretty close.” 

“Great defensive teams and some great 
running backs on both sides,’’ Montana said. 
“Similar types with Roger (Craig) and Fran- 
co (Harris) and Tom (Rathman) and Rocky 
(Bleier). And wide receivers — two great 
ones on both sides.” 

Pittsburgh’s John Stallworth and Lynn 
Swann and San Francisco’s Jerry Rice and 
John Taylor are invited to any quarterback’s 
dreams regardless of rules. 

Elsewhere, the comparisons make for in- 
teresting argument. 

The Steelers used their tight ends almost 


PREDICT THE DRAFT WITH 


exclusively as blockers, while the 49ers 
threw more to them. 

Both offensive lines were overshadowed 
and effective. Both defensive secondaries 
were spectacular and a standoff consider- 
ing the rules changes. 

The defensive front sevens are a study in 
contrasts. While Greene, Greenwood, Lam- 
bert, Ham, White lasted throughout most of 
the Steeler era, only linebacker Keena Turn- 
er played in all four 49er Super Bowls. Seifert 
and the 49ers perfected the art of situation 
substitution. 

The substitutions and turnover in person- 
nel, plus the fame of the 49er offense, 
prevented the defenders from getting proper 
credit. They made Denver defensive coor- 
dinator Wade Phillips a believer in the Su- 
per-Bowl. 

The’ 49ers now want to “three-peat,”” say- 
ing it is something that never has'been done. 
They lack a sense of history. While three in 
a row hasn't been accomplished in a Super 
Bowl, the Green Bay Packers of 1965-66-67 
won three NFL titles in a row, one before the 
Super Bowl started. They were the only team 
to do it. 

Without being limited by 24 years of Su- 
per Bowl history in a 70-year-old league, 
here’s what the 49ers accomplished with 
their fourth title: 

They passed the Philadelphia Eagles and 
Oakland-Los Angeles Raiders, who havé 
won three titles. They tied the Washington 
Redskins, New York Giants, Cleveland 
Browns, and Detroit Lions with four. They still 
have four to go to catch the Green Bay Pack- 
ers and Bears, who have eight apiece since 
the league started playing championship 
games in 1932. 


SCOUT'S NOTEBOOK ‘90! 


Be an expert on the NFL draft with SCOUT'S NOTEBOOK '90 — the bible on the 
draft — by Joel Buchsbaum. If you're interested in the NFL draft, you'll want to 

receive the most comprehensive offseason football book on the market! 

Which players can turn a team around? SCOUT'S NOTEBOOK '90 has in-depth 

scouting reports on nearly 400 draft prospects, an exclusive player print-out 

with ratings of more than 600 top prospects by position, and much, much 

more! 


It’s all yours for just $14.95! (While they last!) 
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I SCOUT'S NOTEBOOK '90  *" 1 


I Mailto: Pro Football Weekly P.O. Box 1347 Elmhurst, IL 60126-9945 i 


i Yes, please send me a copy of SCOUT'S NOTEBOOK ‘90 for only $14.95.* i 
(Plus $2.00 if first-class postage is desired.) i 
C My check/money order, payable to Pro Football Weekly, is enclosed. F 


Please charge my: [_]Mastercard [_] Visa [_] Am. Express 
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== Suhey is appreciated 


To the editor, 


Not much has been said or written about 
the man over the years, but in my eyes Matt 
Suhey has been one of the best fullbacks in 
the NFL. For 10 years he has poured his 
heart and soul into every game, never being 
selfish. He helped Walter Payton become 
the best player ever. Bear fans should really 
appreciate him. Thank you, Matt Suhey. 

Brian Smith 
Succasunna, NJ 


Bears doing things right 


»10 the editor, 


I’m so sick of hearing so-called Bear fans 
whining over the 1989 season. It was bound 
to happen sooner or later. Obviously, the 
Bears’ philosophy is to build through the 
draft, neglecting veterans’ high salaries or 
using other teams’ castoffs. If | were running 
a business, | would also try to keep the 


salaries as low as possible. 


But in going toward a massive youth 
movement the team suffered through rookie 
mistakes and rapid on-the-job training. I’m 
impressed with the drafts the last few years, 
so | have no doubt that they will come 


through. 


Here is what we need in order to be 


competitive again. 


1, Slow down on the youth movement and 


~ let the young team develop. 


2, Draft defense. Big, quick defensive 
tackles and a couple of speedy linebackers 


will help. 


3, Pick Up a veteran quarterback to 
stabilize the young Bear quarterbacks. The 
Tomezak-Harbaugh duo will win if we can 
pick up a pass rush and great defense again. 
Remember Tomczak’s winning percentage 


when the Bear defense was there. 


4, We need a Willie Gault receiver that can 
spread out the defense. How many catches 


did we have of 40 or more yards? 


5, Sign Neal Anderson, whatever it takes. 
He's 70 percent of our offense. We also need 


running backs that can block. 


6, Go with young offensive linemen. Van 
Horne, Covert and Bortz are showing their 
age. Hopefully, Zawatson, Fontenot and 


Dyko are ready to take over. 


7, Sign.a big-name free agent for once.. 
Surely with the Bears’ faithful attendance we 
can afford it. Ray Childress would’ve made 


a world of difference. 


P.S.: The Bears did well to get a No. 2 
round draft pick for McMahon. He never was 
in the Montana/Marino/Elway category. The 
defense won. Tomezak would've done as 
well with that kind of defense behind him. 
McOverrated was his name. I'll bet San 
Diego would give him back for the draft pick. 

Andrew Shonk 
Effingham, IL 


_._ Ditka needs to step back 


To the editor, 


| think there’s a very simple explanation 
for the Bears’ skid into being a loser. All of 
the rap on Ditka and the reputation he’s built, 
combined with TV commercials, has become 
a monster. And he feels he’s got to always 
live up to it. That rep and ego are in the way 
— the only thing that’s in the way. And that’s 


the good news. 


It seems that whether the issue is winning 
or losing, all eyes and microphones are on 
Ditka. Now it's always his glory in victory, not 
the team’s. Or it's his desponding in losing, 
not the pain the Bears themselves feel. 
We're almost at the point where we're asking 
ourselves, ‘‘Can Ditka come back?” when 

aewe should be asking, ‘Can the Bears come 


back?” 


February 1990 


The glory no longer belongs to the players 
as much as it does to Ditka. It’s an imbalance 
that works ill secretly in the minds of the 
team. They know if they’re absolutely 
perfect, at best, Ditka will get the glory and 
the credit, or a disproportionate share of it. 

| love Mike Ditka because he loves the 
Bears. He said he likes the uniform. | love 
him because he openly says it, when | 
thought that only sappy armchair fans like 
myself were the only ones to say those 
things. I'm not saying Mike should quit. | 
hope he never does. But he said, ‘Whatever 
it takes.” 

The question is can he himself do what it'll 
take to correct this imbalance? Is he more 
concerned with flamboyance and popularity 
than to see’our Bears back in glory? He has 
to accept a supporting cast role again and 
let his team, the individuals themselves, rise 
and shine. They want glory, too. And we 
want them to have their whole amount 
coming. After all, they’re the ones playing 
out there. Neal Anderson may be the best 
running back in the league, and who do the 
reporters follow around? Case closed. 

Mike Frank 
Minneapolis, MN 


Ditka must adjust style 


To the editor, 

Could you please tell me who the Bears 
carried on the developmental roster and 
which ones are expected to make the team? 
How many Bears assistant coaches have 
ever been promoted to head coach in the 
NFL? 

Coach Ditka must now do what all the 
great coaches have done — adjust his 
coaching to handle the new generation of 
players. Every few years a coach must adapt 
to new attitudes among the players. Some 
coaches can, others can't. | believe coach 
Ditka can adjust. Through the draft.and Plan 
B free agency, the Bears need depth in the 
offensive and defensive lines. The defense 
will improve next year as the injury bug of 
the last few years is broken and the youn- 
ger players gain experience. 

Paul Kitch 
Marietta, PA 

Editor's note: The Bears carried on their de- 
velopmental squad this season fullback 
Bryan Bero, tight end James Coley, quarter- 
back Brent Snyder, wide receiver Tom Wad- 
dle, safety George Streeter, linebacker Steve 
Hyche and running back Brian Taylor. By the 
end of the season Bero, Coley and Snyder 
were the only players still on the developmen- 
tal squad. Waddle, Streeter and Taylor were 
on the active roster for the final game of the 
season, and Hyche was on injured reserve 
after seeing some action in the middle of the 
season. 

All of them are expected to have a chance 
to make the team next season. 

As for your question on Bear assistant 
coaches, those that have been head coaches 
include George Allen, Jim Dooley, Abe 
Gibron, Ed Hughes, Buddy Ryan and Dick 
Stanfel, who was an interim head coach for 
the Saints for four games in 1980. 


A wish list for 1990 


To the editor, 

Here are the items | would change for the 
1990 season: 

1, Draft some horses up front and use 
them in an attack-style defense. 

2, Use Plan B to get players for special 
teams play, like the Giants did with Reyna 
Thompson. 

3, Set an attitude on special teams to be 
aggressive and block some kicks. If Houston 
can do it, why can’t Chicago? 

4, Consider using the 3-4 defense and 
one-back offense with Brad Muster at tight 
end. 


5, Draft a deep-threat receiver to 
complement possession receivers on the 
team. A deep-threat man will open up the 
running game a little more. 

6, Match any offer any other team makes 
for Neal Anderson. 

7, Try to sign Chris Doleman or Joey 
Browner. We have to start spending a little 
money go get the players we need. 

All in all, the way | see football js it’s 
starting to get like baseball as far as free 
agents and salaries. If you look at the 49ers, 
that's how they remain great. They have an 
owner who treats his players well. 

Randy Klaus 
Rochester, NY 


Problems start with Ditka 


To the editor, 

| have been a Bears fan for as long as | 
can remember, so it pains mé to see the 
Bears being pushed around the way they 
have been. The team obviously has some 
problems, and in my opinion most of them 
are attributable to Mike Ditka. 

Incidently, before | elaborate on these, | 
would like to point out that my criticism is not 
based on this year's performance. | was op- 
posed to Ditka’s contract being renewed af- 
ter the 1984 season. If Buddy Ryan had been 
made head coach of the Bears in 1985, the 
Bears would have won the Super Bow! that 
year (as they did, in spite of Ditka) and a few 
more times after that. 

| believe that Mike Ditka was a great hire 
at the time he was appointed head coach of 
the Bears. The team needed a tough moti- 
vator who could instill pride in the players. 
He did that very successfully. Indeed, that 
is his major strength as a coach. However, 
just as Winston Churchill was a great prime 
minister during the war but was voted out of 
office after World War II, Ditka is a poor 
coach when it comes to coaching a team that 
has the talent and the motivation, but needs 
quality coaching and intelligent game plans 
to win consistently. 

| think Ditka has six major weaknesses 
that have been an impediment to the Bears 
since 1986 and have finally reduced them 
to mediocrity this year. 

1, Propensity to go away from what is 
working. This may be his single biggest 
weakness as an on-the-field’ coach. 
Whenever something is working, he tends 
to go to something else. | guess his think- 
ing is that the other team will adjust to it, and 
so his team should go to something else be- 
fore the adjustment occurs. 

2, Defensive philosophy. Just after the 
Bears had destroyed the Patriots in the Su- 
per Bowl and Ryan had left for Philadelphia, 
Ditka said they'd try playing a lot of zone 
defense the next year. | was amazed to hear 
that then. | am not now. 

The man has no faith in an attacking, man- 
to-man defense. He truly believes in passive 
zone defenses. Consequently, the few times 
that the Bears blitz, we have strange results. 
If the blitz works, Ditka tends to go away from 
it because he thinks sooner or later the other 
team will beat it. If the blitz gives up a big 
play, he yells at Vince Tobin for having called 
it and we usually never see it again the rest 
of the game. 

On the other hand, a zone can fail time 
and again, but he'll persist with it because 
if the zone doesn’t work, it’s the players’ 
fault. They’re not trying hard enough, ac- 
cording to him. This is an amazing mindset 
for a person who watched the Bears play 
defense in 1984 and 1985. 

3, Unintelligent on-the-field decisions. | 
have rarely seen an NFL coach make as 
many tactical errors on the field as Ditka 
seems to make almost routinely. 

4, Poor ability to adjust during games. 
Good coaches make adjustments during 
games that turn the tide in the favor of their 
teams. 
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5, Too much involvement in offensive and 
defensive play-calling. | often wonder why 
Ditka has Tobin and Greg Landry on his 
staff. A good coach should hire coordinators 
he trusts, and then let them take care of the 
details on the field. 

6, He doesn’t inspire loyalty in players. 
Publicly criticizing players after the tear 
loses is not a good way to inspire player 
loyalty. 

An obvious response to my criticism of Dit- 
ka is, Why didn’t the Bears fall apart sooner 
if Ditka is such a poor coach? First, the team 
in the post-1985 era has had so much talent 
that even poor coaching could not deter the 
team. Second, the other teams in the NFC 
Ceniral were so poor that the Bears found 
it easy to compile good enough records to 
win the division. That's not true anymore. 

Dr. A. Thakor 
Bloomington, IN 


Ditka doing an 
honest job 


To the editor, 

Congratulations, Mike Ditka. You are 
doing an honest job. Don’t let the opposition 
get you paranoid. The Bears’ success since 
your tenure has been a phenomenal five 
straight NFC Central Division titles and the 
unforgettable '86 Super Bowl win over New 
England. 

Your beliefs have been formed from the 
most admirable. You have brought team 
pride to the city of Chicago and Bear fans 
worldwide. You have your heart. You kept 
the team moving when it was injured. You 
made bold decisions to keep the team before 
the stars. You compromise strategy, but not 
Principle, and that is what keeps the 
foundation strong. 

Boo, to the fans that want polaroid action. 
Cameras work that way, not real people. 
Boo, to the athlete that gets paid large sums 
and sheds tears when the coach 
constructively criticizes them for not 
performing, 

The Bear heritage is built on hard team- 
work, and their history dictates thal. 
Chicagoans, appreciate what you have, or 
else you may end up having the Lions‘ 
syndrome. 

Norm Sionsky. 
Mt. Clemens, MI 


Big-league QB needed 


To the editor, 

In the Dec. 18, 1989 issue, Doug Buffone 
said in his editorial that ‘“‘the Bears’ 
quarterback situation is no big deal.” 

| strongly disagree. |t is obvious that the 
Bears have defensive needs, too. But it is 
also obvious that they do not have a big- 
league quarterback. Neither Tomcezak nor 
Harbaugh have the background, instinct or 
natural passing ability to play at a consistent 
level in the NFL. Each is capable of a good 
day, but not on a regular basis. All the playoff 
teams have quarterbacks better than the 
Bears. Some NFL teams have two 
quarterbacks better than Chicago. 

When the Bears had the best personnel 
in the league, they could get by with second- 
rate passers. They don’t have that luxury 
anymore. 

The Bears need to get off of their wallet 
and look to get a seasoned passer via trade, 
free agency or even by drafting one-as a jast 
resort. And one more point — draft a passer 
from a school that plays a pro-styie offense. 
No more quarterbacks from Ohio State or 
Michigan. Look at the Southeast or Wesi 
Coast schools that understand the forward 
pass. 

; Don DiOrio 
Sunnyvale, CA 
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1990 NFL Opponents 


Following are the out-of-division oppo- 
nents for each NFL team in 1990. 


AFC EAST 

Buffalo — Denver, Los Angeles Raiders, 
Cleveland, Houston, New .York Giants, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Phoenix. 

Indianapolis — Denver, Kansas City, 
Houston, Cincinnati, New York Giants, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Phoenix. 

Miami — Los Angeles Raiders, Seattle, 
Cleveland, Pittsburgh, New York Giants, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Phoenix. 

New England — Kansas City, Seattle, 
Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, New York Giants, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Phoenix. 

New York Jets — San ‘Diego (twice), 
Cleveland, Houston, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 
Tampa Bay, Dallas. 


AFC CENTRAL 
Cleveland — Buffalo, Miami, New York 
Jets, Denver, Kansas City, San Diego, San 
Francisco, Los Angeles Rams, New Orleans, 
Atlanta. , 
Houston — Indianapolis, Buffalo, New 


York Jets, Kansas City, Seattle, San Diego, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles Rams, New 
Orleans, Atlanta. 

Pittsburgh — Miami, New England, New 
York Jets, Denver, Los Angeles Raiders, 
San Diego, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
Rams, New Orleans, Atlanta. 

Cincinnati — Indianapolis, New England, 
New York Jets, Los Angeles Raiders, Seat- 
tle, San Diego, San Francisco, Los Angeles 
Rams, New Orleans, Atlanta. 


AFC WEST 

Denver — Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Buffalo, 
Indianapolis, Minnesota, Green Bay, Detroit, 
Chicago. 

Kansas City — Cleveland, Houston, Indi- 
anapolis, New England, Minnesota, Green 
Bay, Detroit, Chicago. 

Los Angeles Raiders — Pittsburgh, Cin- 
cinnati, Buffalo, Miami, Minnesota, Green 
Bay, Detroit, Chicago. 

Seattle — Houston, Cincinnati, Miami, 
New England, Minnesota, Green Bay, 
Detroit, Chicago. 

San Diego"— New York Jets (twice), 


Cleveland, Houston, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, 
Tampa Bay, Dallas. 


NFC EAST 

New York Giants — Minnesota, Detroit, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles Rams, Buffalo, 
Indianapolis, Miami, New England. 

Philadelphia — Minnesota, Green Bay, 
Los Angeles Rams, Atlanta, Buffalo, Indi- 
anapolis, Miami, New England. 

Washington — Detroit, Chicago, San 
Francisco, New Orleans, Buffalo, Indianapo- 
lis, Miami, New England. 

Phoenix — Green Bay, Chicago, New 
Orleans, Atlanta, Buffalo, Indianapolis, Mi- 
ami, New England. 

Dallas — Tampa Bay (twice), San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles Rams, New Orleans, At- 
lanta, San Diego, New York Jets. 


NFC CENTRAL 
Minnesota — San Francisco, New 
Orleans, New York Giants, Philadelphia, 
Denver, Kansas City, Los Angeles Raiders, 
Seattle. 
Green Bay — San Francisco, Los Angeles 
Rams, Philadelphia, Phoenix, Denver, Kan- 


sas City, Los Angeles Raiders, Seattle. 

Detroit — New Orleans, Atlanta, New York 
Giants, Washington, Denver, Kansas City, 
Los Angeles Raiders, Seattle. 

Chicago — Los Angeles Rams, Atlanta, 
Washington, Phoenix, Denver, Kansas City, 
Los Angeles Raiders, Seattle. 

Tampa Bay — Dallas (twice), San Fran- 
cisco, Los Angeles Rams, New Orleans, At- 
lanta, San Diego, New York Jets. 


NFC WEST 

San Francisco — New York Giants, 
Washington, Dallas, Minnesota, Green Bay, 
Tampa Bay, Cleveland, Houston, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati. ' 

Los Angeles Rams — New York Giants, 
Philadelphia, Dallas, Green Bay, Chicago, 
Tampa Bay, Cleveland, Houston, Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati. 

New Orleans — Washington, Phoenix, 
Dallas, Minnesota, Detroit, Tampa Bay, 
Cleveland, Houston, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati. 

Atlanta — Philadelphia, Phoenix, Dallas, 
Detroit, Chicago, Tampa Bay, Cleveland, 
Houston, Pittshurgh, Cincinnati. 


Letters 


Continued From Page 18 


Support Bears 
with tradition 


Dec, 7, 1989 


To the editor 

! am writing to you from the USS Lake 
Champlain presently deployed halfway 
around the world from where the Bears and 
the NFL compete sach Sunday. My ship is 
one of the United States’ finest cruisers, with 
great defensive power And it can also be 
offensive when necessary, much like our 
Bears of the past five years. 

When a U.S. ship goes to baitle, there is 
great potential for life loss from. strategy 
error, imperfect weapons or human error. 
When the Bears go to battie there is potential 
for broken bones, pulled muscles and hurt 
pride, usually being inflicted by the Bears 
until recently. The rules are clear in football 
(unless replay robs us of our victory), but not 
so clear in war. 

Now imagine if you can going through a 
whole season of football and not seeing one 
Bear game or seeing it three weeks later 
prerecorded and knowing the outcome 
before viewing. Imagine the Bear Report 
arriving by mail four weeks after the fact. 
Imagine not sitting down in you favorite 
recliner in front of your television with all the 
high-tech niceties of life (remote control, 
VCR, digital screen in a screen and stereo 
sound), But worst of all, no fellow Bear fans 
to rejoice in victory or support each other in 
defeat. Imagine close living with a bunch of 
AFC fans or bandwagon fans pulling for who 
is winning. 

These are the fans who could potentially 
be communist spies. Being on a deployed 
ship means all that and more, no tickets at 
the last minute to attend the soldout game 
at Soldier Field. There is no Thanksgiving 
football, no college bow! games over the 
holidays, no Super Bowl. 

Next time the Bears lose, and | hope they 
don't, pause for a minute and remember the 
excitement you felt ina game of victory from 
the past. Don’t be too quick to criticize. After 
all, you have more years of Bear winning 
football to choose from than you are old (a 
few exceptions if you're over 70). Think of 
the servicemember who could not see any 
games today. You are the fans present. 


Make your presence felt in a positive way. 
You are a part of the Bear legacy and 
tradition. Bear fans are not wimps or 
prisoners. They are the best, even in the 
leanest of times. 

If you will take note of the date on this 
letter, it is the anniversary of Pearl Harbor. 
Our nation’s navy suffered its worst defeat 
that day but rose to the war and overcame 
fortriumphant victary as the Bear have time 
and time again. This war even prompted 
Papa Bear to join in the higher cause and 
take a leave of absence from Bear football 
and join ranks with the U.S. Navy. If you 
aren’t supporting Bear football with the spirit 
of the tradition, then maybe you need to 
fallback, regroup and defend Bear football 
with renewed spirit. 

Michael G. Rudd 
Electrician First Class 
U.S. Navy 


Any European 
Bear fans? 


To the editor, 

I'm subscribing to the Bear Report and 
wonder how much it costs to have the papers 
sent airmail because | live in Sweden and 
get the paper six weeks after the game is 
played. 

| also wonder if there is a European Bear 
fan who could record Super Bowl XX for me. 
| will pay a high price for it. If you are willing 
to borrow the tape to me, | could copy it 
myself. 

My last question is if there are any Bears 
who would write to me. | want to share the 
Bears’ winning Super Bowl XXV with some- 
one. Could the editor give me the address 
of Neal Anderson? 

Marcus Johansson 
Skogsliden 31A 
39351 Kalmar 
Sweden 

Editor’s note: You can write to Neal Ander- 
son at this address: Neal Anderson, c/o 
Chicago Bears, 250 N. Washington Rd., Lake 
Forest, [L 60090, USA. 


Defense top draft priority 


To the editor, | 

The Bears need to control their division to 
get into the playoffs next year. With the Cen- 
tral Division getting better offensively, 
(Detroit, Barry Sanders; Green Bay, Sterling 


Sharpe and Don Majkowski; Minnesota, An- 
thony Carter and Herschel Walker; and Tam- 
pa Bay, Vinny Testaverde and Mark Carrier) 
the Bears need to offset that with defensive 
players. 
| would like to see the Bears get coura- 
geous and trade up in the first round. A play- 
er like Keith McCants (Alabama) or Percy 
Snow (Michigan State) would look great. At- 
lanta, which has invested a lot in a lineback- 
er, Aundrey Bruce, might be looking to trade 
down for more draft picks. In last year’s draft 
the Bears made a big mistake by trading 
down with their third first-round pick. 
Wouldn’t Louis Oliver look good in a Bear 
uniform? Whatever happens, good luck to 
the Bears in the 1990 draft. 
Kevin Schramka 
Milwaukee 


Hampton should retire 


To the editor, 

It would be a serious mistake for Dan 
Hampton to come back to play in 1990. We 
all know he could contribute much to the 
return of respectability for the Bears, but at 
what price? 

He could end up like ex-Raider Jim Otto 
or Young Stillwell, the former Bear defensive 
lineman. These people can’t walk without 
pain. My wish is that he be offered a coach- 
ing position with the Bears. The defensive 
line can use his knowledge and motivation- 


al skills. He’s intelligent, articulate and he- 


loves the Bears. To me, he ranks right along 
with Walter Payton as the ultimate competi- 
tor, and his number should be retired when 
the decision to leave is made. 

All this also applies to Mike Singletary, 
although he can still play for sometime and 
contribute greatly. What tremendous 
coachés they would be. 

In the forthcoming draft, the Bears should 
try to obtain a quarterback after they first pick 
up help for the defensive line and a quick 
cornerback to help Woolford. Jeff George 
would be a good choice but may not be avail- 
able. But Cary Conklin of Washington might 
still be on the board. 

| was in complete agreement with Bears’ 
management on the McMahon trade for all 
the reasons rehashed previously. He was a 
burr under the saddle and with a complete 
lack of understanding of team cohesion. 

Joe Gans 
Mission Viejo, CA 


Overall, coaches did well 


To the editor, 

Being an avid Bear fan here in the heart 
of Redskin country has been extremely 
difficult this year. Needless to say, | am high- 
ly disappointed in this Bear team. With all 
of the talent Chicago has, we should have 
done better. | think some serious adjust- 
ments need to take place if the Bears are to 
remain one of the more competitive teams 
in the NFL. 

From the head coaching standpoint, | 
think Mike Ditka has done an outstanding job 
overall. Ditka, however, dropped the ball 
when he began castigating the team in the 
press. When things are going bad, the coach 
should be supportive and encouraging the 
team, instead of always berating them. | 
honestly believe Ditka’s comments shattered 
the morale of the team. The 1989 Bears were 
a broken team. 

| sincerely hope that all of the coaches will 
be retained for the 1990 season. All of them 
deserve a chance to rectify this collapse. | 
think Greg Landry has proven he can be an 
excellent offensive coordinator. The defense 
under Vince Tobin has got to become more 
aggressive and force more turnovers and get 
more sacks. 

My suggestions for next season would be 
the following: 

We need to invest in a good quarterback. 
Mike Tomczak is a good kid, but at best he’s 
a second-string quarterback. The same 
could be said about Jim Harbaugh. We need 
a consistent quarterback who understands 
the game and can perform in those tight mo- 
ments. Could Ken O’Brien from the Jets be 
available? 

Then | think we need to get two quality ath- 
letes for the defensive line. Perhaps Trace 
Armstrong would be more effective inside at 
tackle than at defensive end. 

Next year, | think the linebacking corps is 
going to be tough. Singletary, Rivera and 
Roper, with Pruitt, Jones and Morrissey, 
should be in good shape. 

| would like to see the Bears dab in the free 
agent market and get a veteran cornerback. 
A veteran cornerback would help focus 
youngsters like Vestee Jackson and Donnell 
Woolford. What about Everson Walls? He’s 
tired of Dallas, isn’t he? 

So let's get behind our Bears. And will 
somebody tell me why Dick Butkus’ number 
has not been retired? 

Michael Dixon 
Greenville, NC 


Editor's note: Good question. 
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STOP A MOMENT ... DON’T PASS UP THIS FREE, 


NO OBLIGATION OFFER 


YOUR TICKET TO THE CHAMPIONS, THE CHICAGO BEARS, 
STARTS WITH YOUR NEXT FREE ISSUE 


1989 may have been a disappointing year for 
the Bears but Coach Mike Ditka believes the 
nucleus for a good season in 1990 is still 
there. And just like the past few years this off- 
_ season promises to be an interesting one. 
How many players will the Bears lose to free 
agency? Who will they sign? What will their 
draft priorities be? 


We all know Coach Ditka was unhappy with 
the Bears downfall in 1989 and he won’t be 
happy until the Bears return to the Super Bowl 
to battle for the World Championship. 


The Bears could be the comeback team of the 
NFL in 1990 and we know that you won’t want 
to miss any of the ’90 action. And when you 
signup with a subscription to the Bear Report 
we guarantee you won't. 


The media critics tout us as the best team 
tabloid inthe NFL. . . let us prove it to you. 
Sign up today and we will send you TWO 

FREE, NO OBLIGATION ISSUES. That’s 


right we’re that confident. We will deliver to 
you the inside story on the players, coaches, 
front office and the entire NFL. . . plus stats, 
standings, scouting reports, key match-ups 
and predictions of the winners on the weekly 
schedule. In addition, you will receive a 
BONUS, featuring a full-color centerspread 
poster of your favorite players. 


INTRODUCTORY OFFER 


Accept your first two issues absolutely FREE 
at no obligation. Subscribe today and we will 


enter your name as a subscriber for 26 more ~ 


issues, that’s 28 in ail, at the low price of 
$24.95. That’s a savings of over $25 off the 
regular newsstand price. 


Examine your Free issues carefully. If they 
don’t deliver what we promised, simply write 
us and we will refund the subscription price. 


Of if you asked to be “‘Billed Later,’’ just write 


cancel on the invoice we mail you. . . either 
way you keep the TWO FREE ISSUES. 


| Sans me up to BEAR 
[al a REPORT for 26 issues . 
and send me my Two FREE COPIES. 
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“‘Cancel’’ on the invoice, and | can keep the TWO 
FREE ISSUES. I will receive 28 issues in ail, 
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and monthly in the off-season. 
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Sun Prairie, WI 53590-2986 
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